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T0 THE PUBLIC. 


IN restiming the publication of the “GOSPEL VISIT- 
ANT,” the present Editors consider a few observations to their 
patrons and readers as proper ava expedient. The past numbers 
of this work received as liberal a share of public attention, as, un- 
der all circumistances, could have béen reasonably expected. This 
attention is gratefully remembered. When, from’some causes and 
events, it was concladed to relinquish the work after four numbers 
had been given to the subscribers, the Editors did not consider 
that step as a total abandonment of the original design. Some 
hopes were still cherished, that at some future day, not far distant, 
the work, of which many were pleased to express their approba- 
tion, might be recommenced, and prosecated with new zeal and 
increased advantages. In addition to the hopes of the conductors, 
they had many excitements im the frequent solicitations of respect= 
able brethren, in various sections of the country, that the work 
"might be revived. The Editors have ever been convinced, that a 
publication of this ‘kind, if properly conducted, mi; ht be made a 
useful vehicle of entertainment and instruction; a repository of the 
several religious views which differemt persons may entertain, even 
while influenced by the same principle ; and an assistant in com- 
paring and arranging those ideas in morality and religion, which 


are the fruit of careful investigation. — 





Besrpgs, it is not improper to remark, that while our brethrer 
ef various denominations of Christians, who are known to differ 
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from us upon many important points, are disseminating their views 
through periodical publications, it is conceived that the same me- 
dium may be usefully employed to diffuse the sentiments holdea 
by the societies generally, who read and patronize iis work. Ip 
doing this, we avail ourselves of a privilege which we hold in com. 
mon with our brethren of all descriptions of faith; a privilege 
which is the boast of our country, and copiously participates the 
nature of that “liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.’ In 
“using” this liberty, we hope not to “abuse” it. ‘The persuasion 
that knowledge is to be prized, in some measure of proportion te 
the labour employed in its attainment, and that open and perseve- 
ring investigation, with a candid comparison of ideas, are circum- 
stances favorable to truth, will certainly tend to sweeten the em. 
ployment connected with the objects of this work, and as far as 
our means of usefulness extend, will render the prospect of success 
less uncertain. 


Tue various societies with which the Editors of this work are 
acquainted and connected, have arrived at a prosperous and flour- 
ishing state. ‘To promote the continuance of this state, by every 
just and reasonable method, should be an object of magnitude and 
importance. Itis hoped that such efforts as may. be made in this 
publication, to compass this object, may be directed by a proper 
temper of mind. At any rate, asthe “Gospel Visitant” will prin- 
cipally consist of an open exposure of our views of Christianity, 
with the evidence on which we rely for support of those views, no 
one will urge, that we wish our opinions to be received without de- 
liberate — and rational proof. 


ined in this work will consist generally of ori- 

com m. . Selections, however, will be presented to the 

-, fro om FM wuthors 2s have written upon those subjects, 

which have an obvious bearing upon the objects herein contem- 
plated. ‘The candid productions of correspondents will be consid- 
ered as favors meriting attention and gratitude. Nor will any ob~ 
* jection be made to the insertion of any essay or disquisition on any 
religious subject, however different from the views entertained by 
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shose who have the superintendance of this publication ; proviced, 
such essay or disquisition appear to be conducted with that can- 
dor and charit? which should ever distinguish all theological dis- 
eussions ; the Editors also reserving the liberty of inserting replies 
to all communications which may seem to demand such notice. 
As usual, in all similar publications, there will be a Poetic depart- 
ment. Remarkable occurrences in the religions world will receive 
a degree of attention ; and deaths will be recorded, With these 
statements, and with feryent desires for the Divine blessing upon 
their labors, the Editors humbly submit the fruits of their exertiens 
to the notice of their friends and the public. apis 


A SERMON, ¥ 


Delivered at Salem, on the 2d Sabbath in February, 
—1816—By Hosra Batrtov. 


ST, LUKE, 16th Chapter, 19th—S1st, 


“There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and 
fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day. And there was a 
certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate full of 
sores, and desiring to be fed with thecrumbs that fell from the 
rich man’s table : moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 


And it came to pass that the beggar died, and was carried by 
the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and 
was buried ; and in hell he lifted up his cyes, being in torments, 
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he 
eried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Laz- 
arus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
tongue ; for Iam tormented in this fame. But Abraham said, 
Son, remember that thou in thy life-time receivedst thy good 


things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted, 
and thou art tormented. 





—- tag 
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And, beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf 
fixed : so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot : 
neither can they pass to us that would come from thence. Then 
he said, I pray thee, therefore, father, that thou wouldst send him 
to my father’s house, for I have five brethren ; that he may testi- 
fy unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. A. 
braham saith unto him, they have Moses and the prophets ; let 
them hear them. And he said, nay, father Abraham : but if one 
went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said 
unto him, if they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither wil] 
they be persuaded though one rose from the dead.” 


Tuart the letter of this passage is familiar to the 
mind of the hearer, no doubt is entertained, but that 
pe right sense and true meaning of the text are as gen- 

nderstood, is very much to be doubted. 

a ting on this subject, the following method will 
serve to direct our researches : 

I. ‘Vhe current opinion and common use of this 

— of our Saviour’s words, wall be laid before the 

earer 
IE. This current opinion and eommon use of the 
text will be disproved by the divine testiniony. And, 
Ill. The true sense of the text will be sought and 
ilustrated, in as plain a manner as our ability and op- 
. portunity will permit. 

On our first proposition little needs to be said, as the 
current opinion and common use of our text is familiar 
to the hearer. 

The ¢currert opinion may be said to embrace the fol- 
lowing particulars. Ist. ‘That our Saviour, in this text, 
spake no parable, but gave a plain, literal account of the 
different situations and circumstances of a rich ntan and 
a beggar, first in this world, and secondly in a future 
state of existence, 2d. That the beggar literally died, 
and was carried by angels into a state of eternal blessed- 
ness, called in.the text, Abrabam’s bosom. 3d, That 
the rich man also died a iatural death, and went into a 
state of endless torment, In this situation he sees Abra- 














A. Sermon, 5 


ham afar.off in heaven, with Lazarus in his bosom, and 
makes his request fora drop of water, and is denied. 
4th. That the gulf between Abraham and the rich man, 
is the distance which heaven and hell are from each other, 
which will eternally remain, and aever be passed. 

The common use which is made-of this portion of 
scripture, is to support and confirm the opinion of end- 
less punishment in a future state, for-sins committed in 
this natural life, and particularly forthe sins of luxuri- 
ous living, and the neglect of the poer, 

Believers in the doctrine of endless punishment resort 
to this passage as to a place of security, and as an ima- 
pregnabie bulwark. Here they maintain that God, who 
is good and kind to sinners in this world, will be utterly 
* unmerciful to them in the world.to come, That Jesus, 
the friend and redeemef of sinners, will have, in the next 
state of existence, no‘compassion. And»saints, who in 
this world pray most sincerely for the conversion and 
salvation of sinners, will then feel no desires in their fa- 
vor. AS Abraham acknowledged the rich man in hell 
to be his son, yet would grant him no favor, nor evenex- 
press a desire so to do, itis maintained that parents here- 
after in heaven, will see their own natural. offspring in 
hell, without having it in their power to grant them the 
least favor, or of feeling the least desire thus to do. 

In this description of the current opinion and common, 
use of our text, simplicity has been duly regarded, and 
care taken to avoid giving:a false color to any part of the 
representation. Much more might be said, but it is be- 
lieved that the gencral subject, as commonly understood, 
has been comprehended. 


Secondly. In disproving the foregoing opinion and 
use of, our text, arguments will be brought from ne 


scriptures to.show that they are contrary to the scheme. 


of the gospel. It will likewise be shown thatthe connec- 
tion in which our text is found, gives no support to the 


current opinion ard common use of the pas And | 


finally, in the text itself, evidence will be found sufficient 
to refute the common application of these words, 
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Ist. The gospel. is the doctrine of repentance and sal. 
vation from sin. Mat. 1; 21. ‘And thou shall call 
his name Jesus ; for he shall save his people from their 
sins.”?. Acts 5; 31, ‘Him hath God exalted with his 
right hand to be a prince and a saviour, for to give re. 
pentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.”? Nothing j is 
more evident, than that the scheme of the gospel designs 
the repentance and salvation of sinners, But the end- 
Jess punishment of sinners is * totally inconsistent with 
such a scheme. 


The gospel teaches us that God is possessed of GREAT 
rove to sinners. Eph. 2; 4,5. “But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for the great ‘love wherewith he loved us 
even when we were dead in sin, hath quickened us to- 
gether with Christ.” Ist John; 4;°10. ‘Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 

sent his son to be the propitiation for our sins.”? Tore. 
present the Divine being as inflicting an unmerciful pun- 
ishment on sinners, whom he loves with a GREAT 
LOVE, and for whom he sent his son to be the Pr0e 
pitiation for their sins, is, mest surely, a yery unscriptu- 
ral and unreasonable representation. * 


The gospel assures us that God ‘will have all men to 
be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
ist Tim. 2; 4. If this be the will of God, it must bea 
mistake to suppose that our Saviour taught the doctrine 
of endiess punishment. For it must be supposed that 
he knew the will of him who sent him, for the accom- 
peer of which will he came down from heaven. 

hn, 6; 38. 

Our blessed redeemer teaches us to love mankind with 
the same manner of love with which sinners are loved of 
God. Mat. 5; 44.45. If this be the spirit of the 
Gospel, which cannot be denied, the notion that saints 
in bliss will be spectators of the endless torments of their 
fellow creatures, and even of their own offspring, with- 
out feeling one friendly desire towards them, must be 
absurd in the extreme. , 

2d. That the connection in which our text is found, 
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gives no support to the current opinion and common use 
of the passage, may be seen by a little attention. 

Our text is found in connection with a number of 
beautifully instructive parables occupying the 15th and 
16th chapters of St. Lukes . 

We are informed in the beginning of the 15th chapter 
as follows : ‘“Then drew near unto him all the publicans 
and sinners for to hear him. And the Pharisees and 
scribes murmured, saying, this man receiveth sinners, 
and eateth with them.” In reply to this, the Saviour 
spake the three parables which occupy the whole of the 
remaining part of the chapter. By the parables of the 
lost sheep, the lost piece of money, and the prodigal son, 
in which was represented the recovery of all that was 
lost, and the joys of heaven in consequence of the re- 
pentance of sinners, he vindicated hisconduct in receiv- 
ug sinners and eating with them. 

The 16th chapter, in which our text is recorded, be- 
gins with the parable of the unjust steward, by which is 
represented the folly of the Pharisees and scribes in not 
improving the law dispensation in a way to introduce 
them into the everlasting habitations of the gospel. Di- 
rectly following this parable, Jesus speaks of the contin- 
uance of the law and the prophets until John, and of the 
kingdom of heaven which succeeded them. He says, : 
verse 17. **And it is easier for heaven and earth to’ pass, 
than one cittle of the law to fail.”” The propriety of this 
he shows by the following parable, verse 18. ‘* Whoso- 
ever puticth away his wife, and marricth another, com- 
mitteth adultery : and whosoever marrieth her that is 
put away irom her husband, committeth adultery.” 
The next words are those of our text. 

Now what is tiere in all, or in any part.of the sayings 
of Jesus, which go before our text, that gives the least 
intimation of a subject like the one to which our tex: is 
usually applied ? Or what is there in all this connce-.. 
hon, properly calculated to introduce such a sentiment 
’s we are endeavoring to disprove ? sd | 

lo suppose that he who, spake as never man spake, 
abruptly dropped the subject of the end of the law dis- 
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pensation, and the introduction of the gospel, or king. 
dom of heaven, and having no further allusion to thig 
subject, proceeded to give an accownt of the sin of adul- 
tery, which account occupies but one verse, and then a- 
gain flies directly from this subject, to give a literal ac- 
count about arich man anda beggar, in this world and 
in an eternal state, is so unwarrantable, and so deroga- 

- to the character of the divine orator, that it is a mat- 
ter of wonder that such an ovinion should ever have 
been henored with the consent of learned commentators. 


3d. Let us now look and see if there be not sufficient 
evidence in the text itself, to refute the common applic: 
tion of it. 


. Does not the account of the conversation which took 

ace between the rich man and Abraham, naturally sug- 
gest the idea of a parable, and disprove the notion of a 
literal account ?. If, according to the common opinion, 
the rich man was in a state of torment, from  whicl: no 
hopes are ever entertamed of-an escape, why should he 
have asked of Abraham any assistance ? And if infold- 
ed in those awful flames which are generally supposed to 
prey omthe miserable hereafter, could the rich man be- 
lieve that a drop of water on the tip of Lazarus’ finger, 
could be of any use to him ? » . 


Tn Abraham’s reply, two particulars are worthy of spe- 
cial notice. Ist. ‘Son, remember that thou in thy life 
time receivedst thy good things, z and Lazarus evil things: 
but now he is comforted, and thou ait tormented.” In 
this part of the reply, the idea of equal favor is suggest- 
ed. Ais in their former condition, the rich man was fa- 
vored more than the beggar, it seems no more than equal 
that there should be an exchange, and he who was first 
a beggar, should now be rich, and he who was first rich, 
should now be the beggar. Bat accord) ie to the a 

S Cnjoyed by 
_ these two persons. There is no propo : hh the 
momentary enjoy ments Of ric ig World, and the 
everlasting enjoyments “Of he: x8 there any 
proportion between the momentary evils of poverty i 
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this mortal life, and the supposed torments hereafter, 


which are never to end. 

Qd. ‘And beside.all-this, between us and you there is 
a great guif fixed: so that-they which would, pass from 
hence.to you eanaot: neither can they pass to us that 
would come. from. thence.” In.this,part of the reply, it 
is allowed that those who are in Abraham’s bosom. would 
go to the rich man, if they were not prevented by the 
gulf, which also prevents those who would pass from the 
rich man to Abraham. But if the common opinion of 
the text be allowed, can any thing be more uraccounta- 
ble than the desire of those who are in heaven, to go to 
this place of indescribable torture ! | 

But why should they wish to go? To take up their 
abode there ? Horrible! What then? To relieve 
some beloved parent, companion, child, brother, sister, 
or dear friend? ‘Phe desire to have such relief granted, 
is not allowed in the common opinion. The candid 
hearer will see enough in this part of Abraham’s reply, 
to render the general sentiment which we are endeavor- 
ing todisprove, very doubtful, at least. 

Furthermore, why should those in hell wish to pass 
this gulf, and go to heaven ?- Have they any desire to 
see God in his-holy dwelling place? Have they hearts 
to wish to be with Jesus, the brightness of eternal exist- 
ence? Or do they desire the company of the justified ? 
The opinion which we disprove, allows none of these. 
That wretches in torment should wish to be eased of 
pain, is reasonable enough, but why an impassable gulf 
should be necessary to keep those who hate God, who 
are enemies to Christ, and to all the holy, and to holiness 
itself, from going into this society, is what we cannot ac- 
count for, 

Though it be generally thought, that in defence of the 
doctrine of endless punishment, this passage of scripture 
is asa strong city, and this gulf as a commanding for- 
tress, it is confidently believed, that whoever will care- 
fully examine what is said of this gulf, will be fully con- 


= that its‘cemmon application is.altogether upfoun- 


¥ 
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More might be said, if mere were required, to show 
from the text under consideration, that Its common use 
is a manifest perversion. But relying on the candor of 
the hearer, and believing that the arguments already 
educed, are sufhicient for the purpose for which they are 
designed, we may proceed, as was proposed, 

Thirdly, To seck forthe true meaning of our text, 
which we shall now call a parable. 

In order to proceed in a proper manner, it is neces 
to take into view the whole of the 15th and 16th chap- 
ters. It is alsonecessary that we enter on this investiga- 
tion, with an impression of mind, that Jesus Christ was 
capable of delivering a discourse, the several parts of 
which would harmonize, and one part assist in giving 
the right sense of ariother. 


After the divine teacher had in the two first parables 
in the 15th chapter, vindicated the doctrine of his grace, 
and defended the propriety of his receiving sinners and 
eating with them, he varied the third, parable, soas to in- 
troduce one more character than were represented in the 
two former. 

This character was the elder brother, who was angry 
at the return of the prodigal, and the kind reception with 
which he was welcomed of his father. By this elder 
brother, the religious Jews, who were angry at the kind 
treatment which sinners received from Christ, were rep- 
resented. And their rejecting the gospel, was signified 
by the elder brother’s refusing to go into the house, and 
join in the feast and joy of the happy occasion. 


In the parable of the unjust steward, which begins the 
-16th chapter, the same religious Jews are represented by 
a steward who is accused of unfaithfulness, for which he 
is to be turned out of his office. As the steward was 
commended for making provision for the future, by 4 
wise use of his present opportunity, these religious Jews 
-were admonished to make such use of their privileges as 
would introduce them into the christian faith and church. 
See the application of the parable. “And I say unto 
you, make te yourselves friends ef the mammon of un- 
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righteousness, that when ye fail, they may receive you 
into everlasting’ habitations.”? Jesus’ then proceeds to 
remark, thatifthey were not faithful in that which was 
least, they would not be in much ; and if they were not 
faithful in the religion of the law, that of the gospel, which 
was the true riches, weuld not be given to ty though 
these true riches were their own. 

The Pharisees were provoked at these rebukes and ad- 
monitions, and they derided him who reproved: them. 
He then dealt plainly with his religious enemies, and said, 
“Ye are they which justify yourselves before men ; but 
God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly es- 
teemed among men, is abomination in the sight of God.”’ 
Continuing his subject, Jesus adds, ‘““The law and the 
prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom 
of God is preached, and every man presseth into it. And 
itis easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of 
the law to fail.”? Here we cometo the parable concern- 
ing adultery, by which is shown, that.the law must be 
fulfilled, and not put away, as a man puts away his wife 
unlaw fully , and marries to another. ‘On the other hand, 
it is signified, that as Jesus is the end of the law forright. 
cousness, and had come to close the first dispensation, 
and to introduce the gospel, the Jews in rejecting the gos- 
pel, and living in the law covenant, committed adultery, 
as would a man who should marry a woman who pad 
been put away from her husband. 

The next words are, “There was a certain rich man, 
which was clothed in purple and fine linen,” &e. Here 
a parable is introduced, by which is represented the adul- 
tery which the religious Jews committed in remaining 
in the law covenant, and refusing to enter into the gos- 
pel church. 

By the rich man the high priest might be particularly 
intended, as a representative of Jews in general. In the 
28th of Exodus we have am account of this garment of 
purple and fine linen, which Moses was commanded to 
prepare for-Aaron, the first high priest. 

By the beggar, the Gentile is represented as excluded 
from the privileges which God’s covenant a enjoy- 
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ed. The death of Lazarus consisted in’ his being ab. 
solved from all his idolatrous religion ; and by his being 
carried by angels inte Abraham’s bosom, is represented. 
the conversion of the Gentiles to Abraham’s faith, by the 
preaching of the Apostles. The rich man dieda politi. 
cal death. His dispensation ceases. He now sees ful- 
filled the words of Christ, Luke 13°; 28,29. ‘There 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and:all the prophets, in 
the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out, 
And they shall come from the east, and from the west, 
and from: the north, and from the south, and shall sit 
down in the kingdom of God.”? And here let us add 
the next verse, for our instruction. ‘And behold, there 
are last which shall be first, and there are first which shall 
be last.” 

In this wretched situation, this representative of the 
house of Israel sees Abraham afar off, with the Gentile 
in his favor, and makes his request for mercy. But 
though Abraham calls him Son, he reminds him of his 
former situation, in which he was favoured with the di- 
vine oracles, while the Gentiles could get nothing but a 
few crumbs which their travelling philosophers picked 
up for them, of the religion of the patriarchs, and of the 
taw. These philosophers are represented by dogs who 
licked the: sores of the beggar—Endeavoring to mollify 
and heal the vices of heathenism, with the moral maxims 
which they communicated from their tongues. ‘Now 
he is comforted, and thou art tormented.’’ You Jews 
have had a divine revelation, have been blessed of God 
for a long time, while the poor Gentiles had no _ hope, 
and were: without God in the world ; but now the divine 
wisdom has seen fit to visit the Gentiles with the gos- 
pel, while you are excluded. And lest the Gentile be- 

ievers should have access with the waters of the gospel 
to you, or you should come into the Christian faith, 
“there is a great gulf fixed ; so that they which would 
- pass from hence to you cannot: neither can they pass 
to us that would come from thence.” 
In the ext place, this representative of the Jews re- 
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quests that Lazarus may be sent'to his five brethren who 
were in his: father’ s-hetan that he might. testify unto 
them, that they might not come into this unhappy situ- 
ation. But Abraham. replies, “They have Moses and 
the prophets, let. them hear them ;” and. assures them 
that if they: will. not hear Moses and the prophets, neither. 
will, they be persuaded though. one. went unto them from 
the dead. ‘These five brethrenyere that part of the. house 
of Israclt which was represented by five fo foolish 


virgins. 
in che 25th of Matthew, who not having the oil of divine 


knowlcdge with the rites of the law, were left in dark- 

ness, when the glorious bridegroom entered, with. his. 

Gentile bride, into the gospel covenant and dispensation. 
On. the subject of this gulf, it may be proper to be 

somewhat particular. The use ef it. we have 

seen, which. is to prevent those who would go from A- 


braham’s bosom to the rich man ; and those who would | 
go from the place of the rich man to Abraham’s bosom. 


By these things we are instructed that the Gentile Chris~ 
tian would go to the unbelieving Jews. with the 

if it were possible, and that the unbelieving Jews have at 
all times been desirous of entering into. with Abra- 
ham their father. But why should sucha gulf be fixed ? 
And what are the purposes of divine wisdom in this 
thing ? ‘These queries are solved in the 11th chapter to 


the Romans, where St. Paul has treated the subject in a 


most luminous manner. He first argues the necessity 
of the Jews’ unbelief, for the purpose ne of granting favor. 
to the Gentiles. _ And on the senna hand, he argues that 


through the mercy which the Gentiles obtain shecmph the 
fall of the Jews, he Jews shall at last obtain mercy. See 
verses 30, 31,32. ‘‘For as ye in times past have not. 
believed. God, yet have now obtained mercy through 
a, unbelief; even so have these also.now eek believed, 
that through your mercy they also may gow 
For God hath concluded them, all. in i that 
might have mercy upoh all.” 

Will any enquire, how the Gentiles obtained. mercy 
through the unbelief of the Jews,? Puen them con- 
sider, that if the Jews had not aposts om 
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religion, but had believed in the Saviour when he came, 

‘they never would have fulfilled the prophecies concern- 
ing him, by rejecting him, condemning him, and by put- 
ting him: to death. And if these prophecies concerning 
the’ treatment which Christ should receive from his coun- 
trymen, had not been fulfilled, the Gentiles could never 
have been converted tothe gospel. But when the Gen- 
tiles heard the Gospel hed by the apostles, witnes- 
sed by the fulfilment of the prophecies concerning Jesus, 
the door of faith was properly opened to them ; and 
they saw the light which God gave for “salvation unto 
the ends of the earth.”’ 

' That the wisdom of God, which is without partiality, 
might appear to have the whole direction of these vast 
affairs, those blinded Jews, through whose fall this great 
salvation came to the Gentiles, are to obtain mercy at 
last by the means of the Gentile church. Here we see 
the sense of our Saviour’s words before noticed : ‘‘And’ 
behold there are last which shall be first, and there are 
first which shall be last.”” The apostle in the 11th of 
Romans seems desirous that his Gentile brethren should 
understand this mystery, and says, verses 25, 26, ‘For 
I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery, (lest ve should be wise in your own conceits) 
that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the ful- 
ness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall 
be saved ; as it is written, there shall come out of Sion 
the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Ja- 
cob.” 

In this view of our subject, the pertinence of the words 
ef Abraham appears, in which he suggested to the rich 
man, that equal favors were distributed between him and 
Lazarus. And indeed we see no reason why equal fa- 
vors should not be granted to the two ; for there is not 
a word in the whole parable that intimates that one was 
more meritorious than the other. We are not informed 
that the rich man went to he}l because he was: rich, or 
that the beggar went into Abraham’s bosom because he 
was poor, and covered with sores. 

How beautiful, how glorious, how surpassing wonder, 


> 
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are the ways of diine inion. Pairk Sere 2 po 
respect of persons. He is equa to all. at 
culf which divides between the badlerite Gentile, and 
the unbelieving Jew, is a for the ultimate good of 
both, and wisely constructed to aid the cause of God’s u- 
niversal grace and love towards mankind. For this cause, 
the redeemer of the world said, ‘‘I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes. Even so, Father; for so it seemed good 
in thy sight.’ | 

The wisdom of heaven, unlike the wisdom of this 
world, never works against its own scheme of “recon- 
ciling’’ both Jews and Gentiles, ‘unto God in one body 
by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.”” Eph. 
2; 16. And therefore it would not have seemed 
to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to hide the things 
of the kingdom of the gospel from the Jews, if it were 
not necessary for the eventual accomplishment of their 
final reconciliation. But the wisdom of this world, which 
is foolishness with God, labors to prove, that those Jews 
who stumbled at the stumbling stone laid in Zion, are 
cast off, to be received to favor no more. But St. Paul, 
in the 1ith of Romans, to which reference lias been 
made, argues in a very different manner, as in verses 11, 
12.. “I say then, have they stumbled that they should 
fall? God forbid : but rather through their fall, salva- 
tion is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to 
jealousy. Now if the fall of them be the riches.of the 
world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the 
Gentiles ; how much more their fulness 9?” Such 
was the glory and beauty of this subject, in the view of 
this Apostle, that when he cemes to close the subject, 
which he seems to wind up in the 32d verse, in the fol- 
lowing words, ‘‘For God hath concluded them all in un. 
belief, that he might have mercy upon all,” he seems to 
break out into an ecstacy, “O the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past find- 
ing -out.”? | 
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Youhave, kind hearers, most attentively listened to 
what has been offered on the subject under considera- 
tion ; you have heard what is generally supposed :to be 
the meaning of our text ; you have, heard arguments de- 
— to disprove the common use of ‘the passage, in 

ne it'has been shown that the common 
pore which this passage is generally used -to sup- 
port, isrcpugnant to the scheme of the gospel. It has 
likewise been shown, . that the connection in which this 
_ portion. of scripture is found, gives ‘no support to the 
common opinion ; and you have heard arguments edu- 
ced from the text itself, sufficient to refute the sentiment 
generally supported by. it. And lastly, you have’ heard 
what your humble servant: believes, beyond all reasona- 
ble doubt, to be the true sense and meaning of these 
‘words of our redeemer, accompanied with such evidence 
‘from: the context and other parts of the divine testimony, 
as seems to apply to'the subject. Your duty remains. 
You will after all preserve:an independence of mind suf- 
‘ficient to judge for yourselves. 

As you will not rest your faith on:my testimony, so 
‘you ought riot to rest it on the force of mere tradition. 
You ought to find something very direct and , positive 
in proof of the general opinion, before you adopt it. For 
the doctrine of endless punishment has never yet been 
‘explained in a way to justify our-creator m the infliction 
of such punishment ; and. until it is, we should avoid 
‘charging him. with that which is derogatory to his benefi- 
cent character. 


————ai O00LE DOO L008 ea —— 


. [The follewing letter is the first of six, written by an English ave 
thor, to Wiriiam Wi serrorcs, M.’P. on the doctrine of He- 
ingprrary Dspravity. 


Being persuaded of the correctness of the reasoning by which 
this writer refutes the arguments of his learned antagonist, and 
admiring the christian candor and extensive erudition which 
characterize these —" the editors propose publishing one of 
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them in each number of this work, until our readers shall possess 
the whole. | 


As the importance of the subject of these letters cannot fail te in- 
terest the attention of the reader, so, it is believed, the able man- 
ner in which the author’s arguments are conducted, cannet fail 
amply te reward his patient and candid researches. 


LETTER L 
SIR, 


Ir must afford satisfaction to every lover of vir- 
tue and religion, to see a person in your elevated station 
step forth from amidst the luxury, dissipation, ambition 
and irreligion that surround him, boldly vindicate the 
cause which he deems to be of God, and enter his protest 
against those who appear to be a disgrace to the religion 
they profess, ‘The purity of your motives, the fervor of 
your zeal, and your elegant classic taste, unite to inspire 
you with a captivating and impressive eloquence : and it 
is the sincere wish of the Writer of these Letters, that it 
may be instrumental in exciting the minds of the indo- 
lent and lukewarm, to pay more attention to the things 
which relate to their most important interésts, In_ the 
midst of these excellencies, every attentive reader must 
discern essential defects, which will inevitably render 
your work much less acceptable and useful than you ar- 
dently desire. He will perceive that the whole of your 
diffuse, but eloquent expostulation, is uniformly found- 
ed upon very bold assumptions. - You appear so eager 
to enforce your favorite doctrines upon the minds and 
consciences of your readers, that you have not given 
yourself sufficient leisure to inform us upon what prin- 
ciples you have embraced them: nor have you taken 
sufficient pains to prove that the reception of those par- 
ticular doctrines of hereditary depravity, the atonement 
of Christ, and the influence of the Spirit, is peculiarly 
favorable to vital religion ; or the rejection of them the 
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cause of its decline. Yet of such infinite moment 
do you consider these doctrines, that they are every thing 
to you, and you are fotus in illis. Not only is the disbe. 
lief of them the cause of depravity of manners, but it is 
an indication of this depravity : virtuous conduct is suspi- 
cious; unless it be the result of these principles : you enter 
a solemn protest against sincerity itself, if it be not con- 
nected with the belief of them ; and the cordial reception 
of Christianity, as a wise and beneficent dispensation 
from God, will convey no higher title than that of a 
nominal Christian. Such contracted notions could not 
have been expected, Sir, from a person of your educa- 
tion and accomplishments ; they properly belong to the 
most illiterate proselytes of the tabernacle. Do you not 
perceive that the censorious temper you have thus indul- 
ged, must be extremely offensive to Him who has en- 
joined, ‘Judge not, that ye be not judged ?”—whose 
Apostles, in the spirit of their Master, admonish not to 
speak evil of another ; and with a well adapted degree of 
indignation, inquire, “Who art thou that judgest ano. 
ther ? to his own master he standeth or falleth.’”’ Is not 
this conduct inverting the criterion of our Saviour, 
teaching us not te judge of the tree from the fruit ; but 
of the fruit from the tree: and condemning all as of a 
noxious Te: that is not gathered frgm your favorite 
vineyard? Are you not sensible that it is peculiarly in- 
consistent in one who endeavors, throughout the whole 
of his animated performance, to inculcate Christian hu- 
mility, ‘and the deepest self-abasement ? Is it rot an ab- 
surd union of the penitent publican*’s humiliation, with 
the pride of the pharisee ? While you recommend the 
language of the former, “Lord, be merciful to me, a sin- 
ner !”” you exclaim, in the spirit of the latter, to. those 
whose religious opinions do not reach your standard, 
“Stand off from me, for I am holier than thou.’? Iam 
a real, thou art but a nominal Christian ! 
Sentiments like these, which pervade your work, 
ought at least to have been founded on the clearest 
proofs, not only that the doctrines you maintain, are of a 


truth, from God ; but that he has decidedly enjoined the 
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belief of them as essential to the character of a Christian. 
You ought also to have fully demonstrated, either that 
those who refuse from prinesple to admit these doctrines, 
are more immoral in their condyct, than those of your 







of immorality. You should have proved that their be- 
lief in the humanity of Christ, teaches them to reject both 


his example and his precepts. You lament that the doc- 
trines for which you areso zealous an advocate, have lost 
much of their. power over those who embrace them. If 
you had inquired into the cause of this indifference, you 
might perliaps have discovered the cause of that general 
depravity you bewail, without stigmatizing a class of 
people, of whom, as it clearly appears, you are totally ig- 


norant ; or indulging in_ the of opinions 
which you have not refuted. professors of the high 


Calvinistic tenets have frequently been accused of an il- 
liberal and censorious spirit ; it would have been. pecu- 
liarly exemplary, in a person of your talents and your in- 
fluence, not to have patronised the disposition, or given 
it so great a sanction by your own conduct. It might 
at least have been expected, that the severe sentence 
from your tribunal would have been preceded by the full 
detection of dangerous errors, or particular criminality of 
behaviour in the party you condemn. 

You h:ve not pursued this line of conduct. ‘The doc- 
trines of the atonement and influence of the Spirit are 
introdueed and enlarged upon with all the confidence at- 
tendant upon implicit faith, Not an argument is brought 
forward in support of these doctrines, though you deem 
it so fatal to deny them. You have indeed made some 
cursory observations in proof of hereditary. depravity ; 
but these are by no means adequate to the importanee 
you ascribe to that tenet, which you represent as lying at 
the root of all religion, and still more, as being eminent- 


ly the basis and ground-work of trueChristianity. Sure- ‘ 


ly, Sir, a tenet which you deem so peculiarly im portant, 






the principles of which pervade your whole system 6! wis 


ligion, should have been established by all the force of rea- 
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son, so that scarcely a doubt could remain, before you 
enforce it as of the utmost moment, with all the powers 
of your eloquence. : 

After giving a very lively and very just portrait of the 
vices and depravities with which mankind have been 
chargeable in every age and nation, even under circum. 
stances the most advantageous to Virtue and religion, 
you inquire, ‘How can we account for the contrast be- 
tween the actual state of man, and that for which, from 
a consideration of his natural ers, he seems to have 
been originally calculated 2 How, on any principles of 
common reasoning, can we account for it, but by con. 
eciving’ that man, since he came out of the hands of his 
Creator, has contracted a taint ; and that the venom of 
this subtle poison has been communicated throughout 
the race of Adam, every where exhibiting incontestable 
marks of its fatal malignity ?”” You proceed to trace 
the progress of depravity, in a manner perfectly unexeep- 
tionable, and then resume the query, ‘How can this be 
accounted for on any other supposztion, than that of some 
original taint, some radical principle of corruption ? All 
other solutions are unsatisfactory, whilst the potent cause 
which has been assigned does abundantly, and can alone 
sufficiently, account for the effect.» You proceed to 
assert, “that the corruption of human nature is proved 
by the same mode of reasoning as has been deemed con- 
clusive in establishing the existence, and ascertaining the 
laws of the principle of gravitation :—that the doctrine 
rests upon the same solid basis as_ the sublime philoso- 
phy of Newton ; that it is nota speculation, and there- 
fore an uncertain, though, perhaps, an ingenious theory, 
but the sure result of large and actual experiment, dedu- 
ced from incontestable facts, and still more fully approv- 
ing its truth by harmonizing with the several parts, and 
accounting for the various phenomena, jarring otherwise 
and inexplicable, of the great system of the universe.” 

There never was, perhaps, a more singular instance of 
bewildered and bewildering sophistry, than that contain- 
ed inthe above paragraph. You begin with modestly 
forming a conjecture ; you coneeive, from the contrast 
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between the actual state of man, and that for which he 
seems to have been originally intended, that man, since 
he came out of the hands of his Creator, has contracted, 
a taint; and that, as you express it jn another place, not 
slightly and superficially, but radically, and to the very 
core. But ereseit eundo ;—having thus formed a hum. 
ble conjecture, you become immediately certain of its 
truth ; for you assert that this subtle poison exhibits ev- 
ery where incontestable marks of its malignity, _Advan- 
ced thus far, you grow still boider ; you positively affirm 
that this potent cause assigned can alone sufficiently ac- 
count for the effect ; and immediately proceeding to raise 
what was at first simply a modest and difident concep. 
tion, to an equality with strict demonstration, you at- 
tempt to place it upon a basis _of equal solidity with the 
discoveries of the immortal Newton. Do you not ob- 
serve, Sir, that in the impetuosity of your zeal, you havé 
confounded your solution of the difhiculty with the facts 
which gave rise to the difficulty ; and dexterously blend- 
ing the degeneracy of man with the cause you assign, 
you precipitately conclude, that whoever admits the fer- 
mer, must admit the latter? Your assertion that there 
can be no other cause, is extremely bold ; it necessarily 
implies either that, if you cannot. find out any other so- 
lution, no one can ; or that, because it has not been dis- 
covered to your satisfaction already, it never can be. 
Positions as inadmissible as they are inconsistent with 
that tone of diffidence with which you introduce the sub- 
ject. 

Permit me, Sir, to observe, that if the hypothesis of 
that great philosopher had not been better founded than 
the one you propose, it would long ago have been buried 
in oblivion ; unless it had been sanctioned by estabiis! 
ed creeds, or supported by the dread of disbelieving it. 
Sir Isaac observed one body to fall towards another, 
This he discovered, by subsequent observations and ex- 
periments, to be a principle common to all bodies ; and 
he called it gravitation. ‘The principle being obtained, 
he investigated its laws, until, by experiments, observa. 
tions and inferences, he found himself able to explain ev- 
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ery leading phenomenon of nature by it; as you express 
it, approving the truth of his theory by its harmonizing 
with the several parts, and accounting for the various 
phenomena, jarring otherwise and inexplicable, of the 
great system of the universe. But where is the parallel ? 
Yours is simply a conjecture, to explain a seeming phe- 
nemenon. You assert that it cannot be resolved in any 
other way, and triumph in a complete demonstration of 
the point in question! Is this Newtonian? Again, the 
hypothesis of the philosopher contradicts no one principle 
of natural reason : it is not attended wih consequences 
which reflect dishonor upon any of the divine attri- 
butes. Your hypothesis harmonizes nothing, it contra- 
dicts the first principles of reason, plunges the mind into 
much greater difficulties than those which it attempts to 
solve, and leads to consequences se absurd and impious, 
that every prudent man will rather sit down in perfect 
ignorance, leaying the phenomena unexplained, than ven- 
ture to admit it. 

Excepting we allow strong expressions and positive 
assertions in the place of argument, all that you have ad- 
vanced proves nothing more than that the human mind 
is very capable of becoming depraved ;—that the will 
and affections may, and frequently do, take a pernicious 
turn ;—that perverse inclinations and atrocious con- 
duct may become habitual in the individual, until 
every good principle shall seem to be extinguished ; 
that these may be, and frequently are, rendered conta- 
gious by the force of evil example, or in consequence of 
that sympathy in our natures which disposes to imita- 
tion, whether the model be good or evil ; until the ac- 

slation ef vice and profaneness shall exceed all cal- 
culation, or even the power of reform. This seemed to 
have been the state of the antediluvian world, when “all 
flesh had corrupted his way on the earth,”’ so that “‘ev- 
ery imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually, and it repented the Lord that he had made 
man on the earth.”” The mind once perverted, may be 
rendered capable of every excess ; and an assemblage of 
perverted minds may operate like a pestilence. But as 
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a physical pestilence arises from putrid miasmata, or 
ROR ONS UNA which incidentaily lt in bodies 
originally free from noxious qualities, \ may not a 
i ema be fate to mmlads orginally 
pure, free from any original taint, or inh.rent hereditary 
disposition to sin ? 

To this very superficial and illogical mode of reason- 
ing, you have subjoined a number of scriptural passa- 
ges, some ef which, as hath been judiciously remarked, 
cannot be admitted in evidence ;* and the others amount 
to no more than strong representations and pathetic la- 
mentations of human degeneracy, without pretending to 
ascribe it to the eause you assign. 

A full confidence in your demonstration, has inspired 
you with courage to state a very formidable objection im 
allitsforce. You represent some bold objector as plead- 
ing, ‘‘Whatever I am, I am what my Creator made me. 
I inherit a nature, you yourself confess, depraved and 
prone to evil ; how then can I withstand the temptations 
to sin by which I am environed ?» If this plea cannot 
establish my innocence, it must excuse, at least attenuate 
my guilt. Frail, and weak as lam, a Being of infinite 
justice antl goodness will never try me by a rule, which, 
however equitable in the case of creatures of a hi 
nature, is altogether disproportionate to mine.” Page 
37, Boston edition. 

As this potent objection is so fairly stated, it was nat- 
ural to expect that you had discovered some new mode 
of confutation ; that you possessed some reserve of argu- 
ments that should stagger the bold objector himself, if 
not demonstrate the fallacy of his reasoning to others ; 
but your answer is so evasive and unsatisfactory, that he 
will certainly retain all his boldness ; and’ probably his 
confidence in the force of his objection will be increased. 
Nay, you have exhibited a melancholy specimen of the 
subterfuges to which an ingenious and ingenuows mind 
will have recourse, in order to weaken the force of the 
strongest. arguments against a favorite hypothesis. To 


*See a Review of Mr. Wilberforce’s Treatise, by Thomas 
Belsham, . 
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submit your mode of reasoning to a critical examination, 
and confute your positions step by step, would bea pro- 
lix, though a very easy employment. A few obserya- 
tions will suffice. 
You first place this objection in the mouth of a scep- 
tic, and confess, that “although it may not be difficult to 
expose the futility of his reasoning, you should almost 
despair of satisfying him of the soundness of your own.” 
Your leading argument with him would be to shew, 
that, as ‘this pre-conceptions coricerning the conduct of 
the Supreme Being had been in fact contradicted, par- 
ticularly by the existence at all of natural or morai evil ; 
and thus proved erroneous in one instance, why may 
they not be so likewise in another? But as you could 
only expect to silence, not to convince him by this query, 
you would ‘‘attempt to draw him off from those dark 
and slippery regions, and contend with him on sure 
grounds. Instead of giving a direct answer to the ob. 
jection, your plan is to take ‘high priori road, to prove 
the truth and importance of the Christian religion, and 
then to enforce the necessity of submitting reason and 
judgment to whatever may be taught in the sacred wri- 
tings, concerning this and every other point in dispute. 
In consequence of this mode, you would urge upon him 
the following tenets :—‘‘the justice and goodness of the 
Supreme Being—the natural depravity of man—but that 
this natural depravity shall never be admitted as an ex- 
cuse for sin—and that neither ovr sins, nor the dreadful 
consequences of them, are to be chargeable upon God. 
You strenuously inculcate that this corruption aud weak- 
ness will not be admitted as lowering the demands of di- 
vine justice,and in some sort palliating our transzressions 
of the law of Ged.”” And thus is the sceptic completely 
refuted!!! To the Christian it is recommended to sl- 
lence his doubts by the consideration that if our natura! 
condition be depraved and weak, our temptations, nu- 
merous, and our Almighty Judge infinitely holy, yet 
that the offers to penitent sinners of pardon, and grace, 
and strength, are utiiversal and unlimited.* You ac- 


’ * This species of indemnification you hold eut to the penitent 
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knowledge; however, that there are difficulties atteriding 
the subject above and beyond our comprehension ; and 
you attempt to soften this acknowledged truth by obser- 
ving, that there is scarctly an object around us, that 
does not afford endless matter of doubt and argument. 
The meanest reptile which crawls on the earth, nay, ev- 
ery herb and flower which we behold, baffles the imbe- 
cility of our limited enquiries. 

It is very apparent from the above concise, but faithful 
statement of your mode of treating the subject, that the ob- 
jection itself is insurmountable, by any powers of human 
reason, and therefore that an absolute veto must be put up- 
on these reasoning powers; nay; you deem it “an awftd 
and affecting spectaclé to see men thus busying them- 
selves in these vain speculations of an arrogant curiosity, 
aad trifling with their dearest, their everlasting interesis.”’ 

How is it possible, my good sir, for a man of your 
sense to argue so superficially and so inconsistently ? 
To consider a question upon which so much depends, 
as a vain specalation of arrogant cutiosity; and trifling 
with our dearést interésts ? You have placed the doc- 
trine of an hereditary tairit at the foundation of all reli- 
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Christian, is a kind of concession that those who are neceésitated to 
temain impenitent, have a right to claim it also ; or at least, that 
they are treated with a severity which approdches to injustice ; urt- 
less you suppose that no injustice cai be committed to the tion- 
tlect, as the bigotted Catholic maintains that ro faith is to be kept 
with Heretics. ‘The terms waliniited and iudiverial, inspire, at first 
glance, an idéa worthy of Divinity ; but being systematically ix- 
terpreted, they contract themselves into very narrow bounds. 
They can ofily refer to tle number and midgnitude of sins that 
have been committed in an unconverted state, and to the aid pros 
mised to the few who Have been converted by the Spirit of God. 
Thus what you call gfaée, those who are without the sphere of its 
influence will inevitably call fartiality } and the more Universal and 
Unlimited the pardon granted to chosen favorites, the more striking 
will the contrast appear to those who are doomed te remain madet 
the burden of Adam's “a as well as their owns 
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gion; you render the belief of it of equal importance 
_ with the truth of Christianity itself ; and yet you treat it 

as a vain speculation. Others strongly suspect that it ig 
neither scriptural nor rational ; and they are convinced 
that the moral attributes of Divinity are deeply concern- 
ed in the contest ; to make inquiry into its truth, there- 
fore, cannot proceed from arrogant curiosity, nor can it 
be trifling with their dearest interests. _ It is this interest, 
Sir, that warmly induces them to search after the truth, 
as it is indeed in Jesus, that they may not rashly receive 
_fordoctrines the commandments ofmen. Since the De- 
ity has endued our minds with discriminating powers, 
he not only permits, but requires_their exertion, upon 
subjects most worthy of them. Therefore, unterrified 
with the awfulness of the spectacle, we shall proceed to 
examine the validity of your arguments in opposition to 
the formidable objection that has been stated. 

It might be asserted, ‘that your first and leading argu- 
ment, if it were admitted, would prove too much ; that 
it opens the door for an unlimited extent .of evil ; and, 
carried to its excess, would leave-.it indifferent to the 
wretched inhabitants of the universe, whether a Being, 
nominally beneficent, or nominally malevolent, presided 
over their lot. Your objector therefore will claim aright 
to urge, that there must be sore lintitation of this evil 
under the émpire of a Being essentially good. He will 
suggest, that the existence of evil, both natural and mo- 
ral, to a certain extent, may be an indispensable law in 
the constitution of limited and imperfect . beings ;, that 
natutal evil’ may become beneficial to the sufferer him- 
self, and that the temporary permaission ef both may be 

rodtictive of good to a much greater degree than could 

¢ obtained without it. He will advance, that the great- 
est sufferings that have been inflicted cannot be deemed 
unjust, when’ they have not been inflicted beyond the 
claims-or deserts of the sufferer, and where a power of 
indemnification is reserved in the hands of the Almighty. 
He will tell you, that-your position represents the divine 
conduct in the admission of evil, arbitrary and. unlimit- 
ed. It proposes no other rule of action than the “Sie 
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volo sit jubeo, stat pro rationevolantas.” It renders hu- 
man beings natively vile and wretched ; it represents 
vindictive justice as punishing, to the utmost. extent of 
severity, this inevitable lost dd chins without a ray 
of hope or power of alleviation.. He will remind you, 
that although it is not inconsistent with the cliaracter of . 
a wise and good parent to inflict a cértain degree of suf: - 
fering upon his offspring, yet no wise and good parent 
will render them completely miserable. He may admin- 
ister a bitter potion, and retain his reputation, but he can- 
not administer poison. His right to correct the faults of 
character or conduct. observable in a child, by severe 
chastisement, will convey neo title to render the whole of 
existence a curse for infirmities, which could not have 
been avoided. iro : , 
The other mode you recommend, that of proving the 
truth and importance of the Christian religion, and then 
insisting on the necessity of receiving this and other pe- 
culiar doctrines as an essential part of the Christian’s 
creed, does not promise greater success. Your objec 
tor dares to reason farther than yourself, and it will be 
difficult to call forth all his reasoning powers, till you 
have gained this happy point of conviction, and then 
check and prohibit their future operations. He will ex- 
pect, that the evidences of the truth of Christianity; 
shall be succeeded by the evidence of its:excellence ; 
and when he finds a number of doctrines proposed to 
him, inconsistent with that reason you have permitted 
him to exercise, he will feel himself disconcerted and em¢ 
barrassed ; he will examine the nature of these doctrines ; 
if he discover them to. be inconsistent with the attributes 


‘om 


of Deity, while he still believes Gemn-aaage sential to Chris: — 
uanity, there is great danger. of his rejecting: Christianity 
itself. He will argue, that although. the ree of testi= 


mony be strongly in favor of the existence, character, 
mission, and resurrection of Jesus, the internal evidence 
8 so directly contrary to the honorable ideas. we ought 
‘o entertain of the Divinity ; the doctrines it inculcates 
are so revolting, that my reason teaches me to withhold — 
my assent, I had rather believe human testimony to bé 
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deceitful, however strongly supported, than believe 
the contradictions you enforce upon me. If, on the 
contrary, he should suspect that these doctrines are nog 
of God, and should find upan inquiry, that they are the 
mere inventions of men, who have given an artificial im- 
portance to their crude conceptions, and guarded with all 
the terrors of a gloomy imagination, sentiments which 
cannot.bear the light of reason, he may remain a sincere 
believer in Christianity. : , 

These, Sir, are not mere speculative probabilities ; 
each process has been frequently repeated. Inquisitive 
students in theology have, generally speaking, either re- 
linquished the doctrines you deem peculiar,to Christian. 
jty, or they bave relinquished Christianity altogether. 
Admitting that the atrocities committed in a neighboring 
nation proceéd entirely frem infidelity, it may be fairly 
con¢luded, that this infidelity is to be ascribed to the ab- 
surdities of their natiqnal creed. These they have been 
taught from their infancy to venerate,as the essential doc- 
trines of Christianity ;. but as soon as reason began to 
dawn, not being accustomed to view the religion of Je- 
sus through any other medium, and totally unable to 
discriminate truth from error, they. have ‘rejected the 
whole. May we not also add, that the unworthy concep- 
tions of Deity, which the professors of so bigotted a re- 
_digion must inevitably entertain, the terrific representa- 
tions of the Divine character, the trifling and. ridiculous 
methods enjoined to appease his wrath and obtain his fa- 
vor, havé contributed no small share to the spread of 
atheism. Vain philosophy has hastily. concluded, that 
to banish such a Being from the mind; was doing ser 
vice to humanity ; and the populace naturally became 
very indifferent’ about his existence. In like manner 
may. we attribute much of the incredulity discoverable 
among protestants, to the exceptionable tenets still re 
maining in the creeds and confessions of. churches which 
call themselves reformed. ‘Fo the thoughtlessand indif: 
ferent, they serve as a pretext, while they disgust the con- 
_ siderate, andsinduce. them rashly to exclaim, If this b¢ 

your Christianity, it cannet be from above. 3 
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©n the other hand, there are numerous instances of 
persons in whom a religious temper and the power of dis- 
¢rimination are happily united, and who know how to 
separate the chaff from the anes, sae who have been 
converted to the belief of a. rged of its impu- 
ritics, who thought it doce 0 ede i in its impure 
state. Fhere are many others en were educated after 
the strictest sect of our religion, or in the doctrines of 
Calvinism, who have been able, upon the closest exami- 
nation, to separate truth from ercor, the word of God 
from the additions, false conceptions, and impositions 
of men; whose faith in the truth and importance of 
Christianity has been confirmed, by discovering that te~ 
nets the most objectionable, were not Christianity. Ma- 
ny of these, Sir, have joyfully stopt at the half-way house 
you have mentioned with contempt: They find it plea- 
santly situated between the dreary and ladies wastes of 
infidelity, and the gloomy ons ions of false theology. Here 
they meet with rationality - amity with religion ; .they 
rejoice in a station where te mind can indulge hope and 
confidence in its God, without the injunction of meri 
cing their reason ;, and, Sir, without flattery, they would 
feel themselves highly gratified were you to join the se- 
ciety. One circumstance renders:them peculiarly wor- 
thy of your notice: the ablest defenders of Christianity 
are to be found in this’ very class, to which you have 
been reluctant to give the full title of Christians. Had 
it not been for. their labors, the absurdities, of systems 
like yours would have completely banished religion from 
among us, and have deluged this‘country also with the 
torrents of infidelity, They have long stood in the 
breach, and fought your battles, though, as it appears, 
without receiving the puny reward of “‘honorable men- 
tion. 9? 

It is easy to perceive from another observation you, 
make, that your extrémé embarrassment respecting this 
acknowledged difficulty, has led you to blend and con- 
found things pe ‘with things: ‘contradictory ; 
ideas perfectly distinct !  ““Fhere-is scarcely an object 
around us, you say, that does not afford endless matter 
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of doubt and argument. . The meanest reptile that crawl; 
upon the earth, nay, every herb and flower which we be, 
hold, bafiles the imbecility of our limited inquiries.”’ It 
is readily. acknowledged that we cannot comprehend ma- 

ny. things respecting these. . We know not what con- 
stitutes animal or vegetable life, whence the powers and 
properties of each class, or what oceasions the VANDER 
they possess, But we know that this life, its laws, its 
diversities, its final cause,—the diffusion of enjoyment,— 
manifest the power, the wisdom, and the goodness of the 
great Author-of life. When it can oe shewn, that Ged 
created the meanest reptile, either with a determination 
to render. it miserable, or with a prescience of its misery ; 
when it can be proyed, that the present race of reptiles 
receive, disgrace, and become heirs of endless misery, 
for some misconduct of their parent reptile, the cases 
will become parallel. ‘Then also will wisdom and good- 
ness, vanish from our sight, and. power.alone, arbitrary 
and. tyrannical, be left for our contemplation. Then al- 
so will those, who should embr..ce the extravagant hy- 
pothesis, find themselves embarrassed. in inexplicable 
difficulties, in.attempting to reconcile palpable contradic- 
tions. 

Permit me. further to observe, as nc unimportant ad- 
dition to the above, that unless you relinquish your argu- 
ment, you will-be compelled to, increase the number of 
articles in your fuith ; for your mode of. reasoning is e- 
ee applicable to the vindication of some doctrines - 

you deny ; and these also must be. received, un- 
less, yon acknowledge i its futility respecting those you 
admit. In. short, there is not a whim or vagary that was 
ever. suggested to the mind of wa, by the sound of scrip- 
ture language, which: may not be supported, precisely in 
the same manner. How would you be able to confiute 
the doctrine of transubstantiation, upon your principles, 
in a controversy. with a Roman Catholic ? He, asserts 
most positively, that. the doctrine is taught in the. sacred 
scriptures ; holds its , Detink neces to salvation ; terms 
those. mere nominal. : Christians who deny. it ; and Pi 
the degeneracy. of: the. thang umes it in which such an important 
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truth is visibly upon the decline. You,are how the bold 
objector ; you advance, that the expressions in scriptute 
require no such interpretation, and that the doctrine is 
absurd in itself. “He concedes, that considerable diffi- 
culties surround it, and that the objection cannot be sat- 





isfactorily answered. by a tiane dppeal to réason: He re- 
solves to draw you off from thesé dark and ey re- 
gions, and contend with you on sure gi | 

sing you to be a sceptic, he will coftimente by Ren 


the truth of the Chriscaa religion; if you sckridwledge 
the scriptures, he will charge you with inconsistency and 
irreligion in not believing all that thé scriptures contain. 
The expressions, he urges, are absolute: this is my body 
broken for you ; this eup is my blood. You are not to 
oppose the impertinence of your reason, of the imbecili- 
ty of your inquiries, to thé xpress declarations of 
Christ. 

Should you yield to the force ofchis arguitiént, ah dn- 
thropomorphite presents himself, He télis you, that ame 
ges innumerable prove, beyond dis 7: shu! the Supte 

cing has:bodily organs ; urges the scrip ies oe: 

peatectly mention the hands of the’Lord ; the ayes Of the 


ord ; speak of the breath of his- tiosttila:, of his voice,’ 
and declare that the earth is literally His‘footstool. You 


allege, that these ate merely figurative éxpressioiis. We 
eontradi¢ts the assertion. .You taintain, that his doc- 
trine niilitates against the spirituality of the divine na- 


ture. , HE admits this spititeality, but he will not relin- 
quish his’ téret. He alfows the subject to be difficult, 


attempts to soften the' difficulty bys suggesting that every 
teptile, and every flowér, bafites the itmbécility’ of our en- 
quifies ; that there is scarcely au object that doés not af- 
ford endfess matter’ for doubt and argumient ; atid he be- 


eves in’ the pute’ spirituality of God;.and in’ ‘the docttine 


of the Anthroporiorphites. 

A third appéars, who also professés'to: be a’ fitrit’ bé- 
liever inf Chilstianity, and’ to receive the doctrines ashe 
finds them; without’ venturing to cofisiilt the: imbécility 


of his own "reason. He maintains that’ thé true object of 


Christ’s mission was to disseminate - strife atid hatred 











4 





32 Letter to Mr. Wilberforce 


through the world. _ You are surprised and indisniarit at 
such a charge being brought against a religion which 
proclaims peace on earth, and good will towards men, a: 
gainst the doctrine of the mieck and humble Jesus, who 
pronounced, blessed are the peace:makers; and whose 
example was such an unequalled pattern of. patience, 
- forbearance; and forgiveness! Your opponent tells you 
these are fallacious notions ; you are even warned net to 
be deceived by them, for Christ himself admonishes you, 
‘think not that I come to send peace on earth, I come 
not to send peace, but a swerd. For I am come to set 
a man at variance against his father; and the daughter a- 
gainst her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law.” It is in vain that you attempt to qual- 
ify and explain: this mah also, who has built his system 
upon particular passages, and mistaken strong expres- 
sions for literal import, insists upon your believing it as 
a revealed truth, and avers that the very object of Christ’s 
mission was to excite animosities.. Can you possibly 
reject his principles with the indignation they deserve, 
without perceiving that your mode of reasoning leads to 
, regions Lis and slippery in the extreme! Such are 
the embarrassments into which your manner of defend- 
ing a doctrine, not more free from exceptions than any 
of the preceding, necessarily precipitate you ! 

_ However respectful it may appear to the divine ora- 
cles, the method you propose leaves the mind, still in 
doubt, what these oracles may contain: Amidst the 
multiplicity of opinions which present themselves accor-. 
ding to the different ideas annexed to various passages of 
scripture, it entirely destroys the power of selection : and 
it necessarily introduces such a confusion of sentiment, 
as hath afforded too goed an apology for the interference 
of spiritual guides, who have assumed the office of com- 
posing creeds and confessions for the muitiude, and 
attempted to enforce the unity of the faith in the bonds 
of peace, by all the terrors of civil authority; and all the. 
anathemas of religion. It is thus that the majority of 
Christian professors have become supple and credulous : 
they bow before creeds established by law, woti} they 
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consider every doubt to be a sin, and every opposition 
to the established faith as an act of profaneness and im- 
piety. ut the devise being purely human, is necessa- 
rily imperfect. ‘Truth, immutable truth, is according 
to this plan, made to vary with the region in which par- 
ticular tenets have gained the ascendancy ; and that 
which is the true orthodox faith in one country, without 
which no man can possibly be saved, becomes a damna- 
ble heresy in another. 

Have you never considered it, Sir, as highly improba- 
ble, that the Deity should have suffered the evidence for 
the historical truth of Christianity to be so extremely 
powerful and convincing, that no court of judicature has 
ever required stronger proofs for the establishment of 
facts in a civil process, and yet, that this pérspicuity of 
evidence Should cease, the instant we apply ourselves to 
inquire what are.the fundamental doctrines of Christiar- 
ity? Is it not singular, that the moment we are admit- 
ted within the veil, where it was natural to expect all 
would be bright and glorious ; is it not singular, that 
doubts, and difficulties, and mysteries, should present 
themselves, to distract and torment the mind ; and that 
a prohibition should be issued, no longer to use that 
very reason which conducted us thither? Is it possible. 
that the conduct of Providence should be so inconsistent 
with itself? Ifnot, then may we safely conclude, that 
those alone deserve to be considered as the peculiar doc- 
trines of the gospel, which are as plain and conspicuous 
as the facts which establish the credibility of the gospel : 
those in which all Christians must agree; and we may 
safely conclude, that difficulties arise ‘precisely at the 
points where doctrines are of less importance, or entirely 
the false conceptions of fallible men. 

But the attempt you make to check ratiocination, or 
to destroy its authority in matters of religion, is vain and 
impotent. It is in itself a species of fe/o de se ; for it 
can only be made by an effort of reason. Sentiments 
the mest absurd, positions the most extravagant, can 
only be reconciled to any mind, because, in some point 
ef view or other, it appears rational to admit them. The 
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man who insists the most strenuously upon faith, to the 
disparagement of human réason, thinks that he obits 
the injunction upon rational principles. The argument 
is concise. God is wiserthan man, it is therefore vain 
and presumptuous for man to oppose the imbecility of 
his reason to the revelation of God. If synods and coun. 
cils draw up confessions of faith for the multitude, and 
prohibit the perusal of the volumes from which they pro- 
fess to have taken them, the argument is, the populace 
ate not able to judge for themselves, and they will in- 
fallibly run into destructive errors ; and the populace ac- 
quiesce, because they infer that their teachers, from the 
superior advantages they enjoy, must know much better 
than themselves. “Thus all may be resolved into the in- 
duction of the reasoning faculty, however erroneous. 
On the other hand, Christians of a different description 
acknowledge that the word of God ought to be implicit- 
ly received: butthey think it incumbent upon them to 
use their reason, in acareful inquiry what is the word of 
God ? Propositions of the most extravagant nature, o- 
pinions diametrically opposite to each other, put in their 
claim. Itis impossible to admit them all, how then are 
they to be distinguished ? Reasen, and reason alone, 
must be the guid - When a doctrine is proposed to 
them which evidently contradicts first principles univer- 
saliy admitted, they reject it. Their argument is the 
following ; ; itis infinitely more natural to suspect that a 
wrong interpretation is given by weak and fallible men, 
to those scriptural expressions which are thought to cen- 
tai the sentiment enforced, than that it should be in re- 
ality the word of God. Since scripture phraseology is 
so ¢xtremely various, that every rash and inconsiderate 
mortal may find out some expressions that shall seem to 
countenance his favorite dogmata, they think it highly 
necessary: to lay down for themselves some indubitable 
positions, which may safely conduct them through the 
labyrinths of error and contrarieties. They know for 
example, that the God of grace cannot possess a charac- 
ter essentially different from the God of nature, since he 
is the same Ged. ‘They naturally expect much clearer 
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displays of universal benignity under the former charac- 
ier, than those which the latter exhibits to their admir- 
ing view ; and therefore they suspect those doctrines 
which create an opposition. Upon inquiry, they disco- 
ver that the proofs in their support are feeble and incon- 
clusive. ‘They discover that the passages on which this 
discord was founded, have been egregiously mistaken, 
and that fair criticism restores the harmony. When two 
very different, or opposite interpretations solicit acquies- 
cence, they give the preference to that which is the most 
rational in itself, and the most honorable to Deity ; and 
they invariably find that this interpretation is the most 
consonant with the general tenor of scripture. They ex- 
plain obscure parts in the sacred writings, by those 
which are the most conspicuous, instead of pursuing 
the contrary plan: and this teaches them to distinguish 
most carefully, the plain and simple truths expressly 
taught by Christ himself, and his apostles, after they were 
commissioned by their Master to preach the gospcl, 
from those strong figurative expressions, and bold re- 
presentations, oceasionally employed by the same apos- 
tles in their epistolary writings ; where it is the invaria- 
ble object not to preach another gospel, or make an addi- 
tion to that preached jn their personal ministry, but to 
enforce the truths alyeady promulgated, upon the hearts 
and consciences of the new converts to Christianity. By 
pursuing a few natural and simple maxims of this kind, 
they solve difficulties innumerable ; they discovér a per- 
fect harmony between the word of God, and that reason 
which God has given them to judge of it. They believe, 
because they discover truths perfectly congenial with the 
nature, wants and expectations of men, and perfectly 
consistert with the character and perfections of Deity. 
The man who has thus purified his faith from the 
dross of false theology, well knows the difficulties which 
attend the process ; and this inspires him with true char- 
ity towards those whose ideas of Christianity differ very 
considerably from his own. Fully convinced that faith — 
in Jesus Christ, as it was preached to the. first converis, 
is the foundation of our religion, —and not the doctrine 
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of hereditary guilt and depravity,—convinced that “‘other 
foundation no man can lay, which shall be permanent, 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ,’ he is careful ta 
separate the wood, hay, stubble, from the goid, silver, 
and precious stones, that have been built upon it ; yet 
he rejoices in the assurance, “‘that if any man’s work 
shall be burnt, and he suffer loss, yet he himself shall be 
saved.”? He acknowledges that Christians of different 
denominations possess the essentials, and he embraces 
them as brethren; though some may have inadvertently 
added many superfluities, sometimes trifling, often per- 
nicious. But he 1s careful not to permit this charitable 
disposition to degenerate into a’spirit of indifference. He 
‘knows that truth is of the highest importance, and that 
it inevitably leads to very important consequences ; 
while it is in the nature of error to be a dangerous guide; 
and though charity hopeth all things, and believeth all 
things, respecting the motives by which the advocates 
for false systems are actuated, yet it does not prevent him 
from perceiving that all false religion is an enemy to the 
true. It infuses a multitude of wrong notions, and di- 
rects the mind to wrong objects. ‘Truth is one, error is 
infinite ; and the combined influence of individual errors, 
like that combination of depravity which you have as- 
cribed to an original taint, may become so extensively 
pernicious, as, in process of time, to check and destroy, 
like baneful weeds, the benignant influence of truth. This 
remark is strikingly confirmed by the observations al- 
ready made concerning the progress of infidelity, prece- 
ded and occasioned by the no less extensive progress of 
- guperstition. 

e are rapidly approaching, Sir, to that period in 
which mankind will embrace arational religion, or none ; 
since men will reason, it is of high moment that they 
reason right. In thisage of reasoning, it is very neces- 
sary to be assured, that the religion which comes from 
God is perfectly conformable to the dictates of reason : 
it 18 of the first importance, to evince that those religious 
opinions which have created the greatest difficulties, and 
become the strongest impediments tu embracing the 
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gospel,.constitute no part of the gospel; that they are 
pernicious additions, which destroy the simplicity of our 
religion, and cast a deep shade over’its native ex celien- 
ey. . The philosophic enemies of Christianity contem- 
plate these adventitious blemishes with pleasure. They 
love to consider them as the most important parts of the 
Christian religion... They also affect to censure that 
class of Christians.who deny what are termed the pecu- 
liar doctrines, with as much severity as the most ortho- 
dox believer, They are hurt when they meet with a 
Christian who presumes to be rational, and impertinently 
insinuate that he cannot be a genuine Christian. The 
reason is obvious. The primitive unadulterated religion 
of Jesus consisting of a few principles, as rational as they 
are jateresting, these opponents are disappointed when 
Christianity 1s confined to them ; they are now deprived 
of objects against which they may display the force of 
argument, or direct the shafts of ridicule. They weep 
because there is nothing left to conquer. 

Of the innumerable errors which have tarnished and 
disgraced our holy religion, the one which you consider 
as lying at its foundation, appears, to the writer of these 
letters, to be one of the most pernicious in its tendency, 
and the weakest in point of evidence. The above an- 
imadversions will indicate how little can be urged in its 
support, even by your eloquence, on the principles of rea- 
son; and there is scarcely a doctrine that has been embra- 
eed by the most enthusiastic visionary, which cannot boast 
equal, if not greater authority from scripture. <A few, 
very few, detached passages, taken from their peaceful 
stations, where their plain and simple meaning was well 
understood by their connexions, have been assiduously 
collected together, and compelled, by forced interpreta- 
tions, to give a fallacious evidence in faiveist of a doctrine 
they knew not, and with which they had no concern. 
_ These are strong expressions, but they are dictated by a 
conviction founded on the strongest proofs. 

The abettors of the Calvinistic doctrines act consist- 
ently, in being strenuous for the support of original de- 
ptavity ; for they justly view itas the foundation of a 
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svstem which they have mistaken for genuine Christian- 
ity, and which cannot be subverted without tlie demoli. 
tion of the superstructure ; and the strongest argument 
they can possibly produce in its favor, is not to be found 
in positive eyidence, but in its being absolutely neces. 
sary to the support of other doctrines, which they con- 
sider as of divine authority. Were those doctrines jn 
themselves capable of demonstration; did they resemble 
first principles that must be true ; then the necessity of 
its relation to them would furnish a plausible inference of 
jts truth also. But as this is not the case, such a circu- 
jtous mode of reasoning cannot be admitted. All that 
can be acknowledged is, that the doctrine of original sin 
is an essential part of their system ; but it remains to be 
proved that this is the system of genuine Christianity, 
and not a fabric of human invention. 

Those wha entertain very different ideas of the nature 
of Christianity, not feeling this necessity, have mostly 
been satisfied with rejecting the doctrine, as superfluous, 
or with suggesting a few general arguments in oppasi- 
tion to it, without entering into a minute investigation 
of the subject, or aiming at its complete confutation. 

But a tenet that is still received among the churches 
of Europe ; that has been believed as an essential article 
of the Christian faith, by a constellation of gi cat and wise 
men, in different ages ; that is warmly espoused by your- 
self, and preached at the present hour by a very numer- 
ous and pious body of Christians, ought not to be dismis- 
sed without full examination, and without the strongest 
evidences of its being unscriptural or irrational. 

“Tt appears to the author of these letters, that such evi- 
dences can be produced. He first collected them for 
his own satisfaction, and is desirous of statizg them to 
your conviction. He also was educated in this funda- 
mental article of the established faith ; but he no sooner 
began to reason, than he felt insufferable uneasiness that 
such a doctrine should bea revelation from a God who 
is benignity itself. He could not possibly silence ‘those 
unbelieving doubts which are éver springing up in the 
heart.” The doctrine appeared so repugnant to the cha- 
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racter of a Being whom we are ordered to love and a- 
dore, that a sincere concern for the honor of that Being, 
led him to inquire whether, of a truth, it was from God. 
The letters which he has the honor of addressing to you, 
contain the result of this inquiry, which he submits to 
your serious Consideration, He invites you to search 
the arguments adduced, with a freedom similar to his 
own; and promises to bow before the force of evidence. 

You will perceive by the respectful strain in which 
these letters are written, that although the author wishes 
to remain concealed, he scorns to abuse concealment, by 
indulging in personal reflections. He carefully and sin- 
ccrely distinguishes between the man and his doctrines, 
as he is convinced that they differ widely in the article of 
respectability. ‘lhe concealment, it is true, annihilates 
every claim to personal respect ; but if you should think 
his arguments worth your notice, he is convinced that 
your manner will be worthy of yourself, and consistent 
with that high regard for your merits entertained by, 

Sir, 
Yours, &c. &¢s, 
A LAYMAN. 
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Tx subject embraced ia the word which stands at 
the head of this article, is allowed by most christians to 
possess the highest importance. Indeed, itis difficult 
to conceive that any person calling himself a christian, 
can treat this matter with disregard ; because the scrip- 
tures often speak of it; and its necessity to the well being 
of man is the theme of evangelical writers. That some 
have perverted the sense of many expressions whieh re- 
fer to the work of conversion ; that others have labored 
under strange infatuations, or soared to the most enthu- 
siastic heights in their supposed process of the new birth ; 
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or that many, after passing the several stages of what 
they believe to.be a sanctifyingSvork, should have become 
apparently worse than they were before, should not operate 
in usto produce a disregard of what is so common a 
subject in the new testament. We should rather be ex. 
cited by these defects to a more prompt and rational en. 
quiry into the real meaning and merits of the point in 
question, and exert ourselves to exhibit this branch of 
the Christian system, as founded upon some rational and 
substantial base. 

It has unfortunately been the case, that some truths 
which have become shrouded in ignorance, prejudice 
and enthusiasm, have, on one hand, been derided, as of 
no consequence, on account of the habiliments in which 


they have been contemplated ; while on the other, they 


have been thought to. possess that imposing” sanctity, 
which forbids the unhallowed touch of investigation, and 
sets reason and simplicity at proud defiance. Conver- 
sion has commonly been identified with the forms in 
which it has been exhibited, and woe to the impious 
hand which should presumptuously dare to point out the 
difference between the person and the dress. The truth 
is, we have been accustomed to view subjects of this kind 
witha sort of religious dread, It must be acknowledg- 
el, however, that this dread would not, in common 
cases, onerate in a manner friendly to truth ; neither can 
we believe, that in things of religious concernment, the 
indulgence of this feeling is always profitable. We 
most confidently believe, that the subject ‘under discus- 
sion will be found to possess the greatest simplicity, and 
to maintain the most natural connection with sound 
sense and enlightened reason. | 

When any point of evangelical doctrine is agitated, 
and especially when any dissimilarity of views arises up- 
on such a point, there is no probable method of thinking 
correctly, or of adjusting the question satisfactorily, but 
by attending to the common ideas of the subject, and 
comparing them with the evidence contained in the 
scriptures. Indoing this, we go upon the strong pre- 
sumption, that though the scriptures contain ¢xpressions 
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which in many instances are obscure, yet, that on all very 
_ ihportamt points, they will have some plain and simpie 
modes of communication, calculated to render the thisg 
spoken of perfectly intelligible. No doubt is entertain- 
ed, that with respect to the work of conversion, the va* 
rious texts. which involve that subject, are of the most. 
easy and natural application, They may be figurative, 
but the figures are wellselected. And we believe few, 
‘if any of them, can very easily be supposed to fall unde? 
the denomination of mystery. ss . 

We have, in the above. observations, endeavored to 
exhibit to our readers our sense of the scriptural atithors 
ity and importance of Gonversion: We have, likewise; 
inuimated our conviction of the fact, that this branch of 
doctrine thay be misapprehended ; and therefore, that 
it forms a. subject, not only worthy of investigation, 
but susceptible of it “Fhe general rule by which we 
are to determine the correcthess or incurreetness of 
men’s religiots views, viz. by comparing them with the 
plainest scriptural evidesces; has also been proposed 
We may now bring: before our readers the most curs 
rent opinions concerning that special operation of the 
Spirit of God: upon. the. hearts: of sinners, which has 
been differently Seasinand conversion; regeneration, 
or the new birth ir 

We shall proceed, upon the grovnd which, indeed, 
has seldom been disputed, that these three terins 
are designed to express: the same thing, They are 
supposed to denste a moral change from darkness to 
light, from the.power of Satan. unto God; and ftom the 
love and practice.of sinj to the love and practice of vir- 
tue and haliness: This alteration: in the moral habits of 
the sinner is believed to be essential to a lifé of felicity 
here, and to the perfect: beatitude reserved for the heavens 
ly world. 


“ 


_ It has also'been genetally believed, that previous to 
the change just described, the sinner is ina lost, undone 
Condition; a child of wrath; an heit of hell; and giésti¥ 
exposed to suffer the infinite vengeance of a Holy Gody 
‘0 endlesa ages, without any mixture of mercy ; and 
F 
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that he is, while under the dominion of sin, a subject of 
the anger afid hatred of God, which, however, are not 

fully exerted upon him in all their force ; because: 
the period of his probation is not closed. 

It is further supposed, that such as beeome subjects: 
of a genuine change of heart, experience a powerful con- 
viction of sin, which causes them to exclaim, “what 
shall we do to be saved ?” that they are so strongly con- 
vinced of their infinite demerits, that should they be eter. 
nally rejected from “‘the presence ofthe Lord,” their own 
souls must acquiesce in the righteousness of the sen- 
tence ; and with some, this acquiescence or willingness 
to suffer endless misery, is accounted the most certain ev- 
idence, that the work, then exerting upon them, will e- 
ventuate in preparing them for the ceaseless joys of the 
celestial world. 

In entering: upon an examination of these views, we 
shall observe, that wherein we agree with our brethren of 
any denomination, we shall be happy to express our a- 
greement with them. ‘That a change from darkness to 
light is necessary, in order to‘enjoy what is called a king- 
dom of light, is a truth so near a self-evident proposition, 
as to be scarcely capable of direct proof. It may, how- 
ever, require z/lustration. If aman is about to place 
hiniself under a new form of government, it is absolute- 
ly necessary to his felicity, that he should be in a state of 
conformity to the principles of that government. Or ifa 
pétson is expecting to change the place of his residence, 
and become an inhabitant of a new country, it will be 
highly important to his welfare to conform to the habits 
of the péople among whom he is to dwell ; and if those 
habits aré such as may safely be imitated, the sooner the 
emigrant is-assimilated to them, the better. ‘The reader 
will easily observe the application and use of the above 
simple modes of illustration. Our Saviour declared to 
Nicodemus, that ‘‘except aman be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God.” Again, ‘Except ye be 
converted, and become.as little children, ye shall not en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven.” The sense and im- 
port of these two quotations are precisely the same. They 
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have no regard to the number who shall inherit the king- 
dom of God, nor to the time when this tenes ages 
take place, to prepare the subjeet for the 
the heavenly state; nor to any special or xninute sal 
- gumstances which have commonly been supposed to as- 
— with regeneration ; they merely recognize the 
per and disposition which alone can render the gos- 
pl kingdom a blessing a blessing to its inheritor ; that is, he must 
ome meek and lowly like a little child. 


Since we liave proceeded so far in illustration of this 
important idea, and as we find the prospect enlarging 
with every advance we make, we will just notice another 
subject related to this discussion,» Phe conversion for 
which we plead, is represented in the new testament as 
the renouncing allegiance to one government, and pass- 
ing under the protection and into the service of another. 
See Romans 6; 18, 22... When such an event takes 
place, the person renouncing allegiance to the authority 
under which he has hitherto acted, and professing alle- 
giance to a new power, will be no » unless his 
mind is conformed to the laws of the kingdom of which 
he has becomea subject. The early converts from 
heathenism to Christianity, wha professed to renounce 
the service of sin for the service of God, could not, upon 
any known principle ef reason, have profited by this ex- 
ehange had they not been brought to hate sin and love 
helineas: All the light derived from the Christian sys- 


tem, without conformity of disposition, would have been 
unavailing, 


But what cenceptions ought we to entertain of the con- 
dition of the sinner previous to his undergoing this neces- , 
sary change? To say, that if he continues in his present 
wicked and alienated state, he must be miserable, is little 
more than saying, that while a man is unhappy, he is un- 
happy To say, that if the sinner continués forever in his 
alienated state, he must’ be everlastingly miserable, isa 
proposition which, though often repeated, and which may 

true, yet brings us no nearer to the great facts which 
we most need to ascertain, in order to a correct undefstai- 
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ding of this subject, That, if the sun does ‘not nise, we 
shalksuffer continual night, isa proposition with which phi. 
Josophy has litle concern ; and perhaps true theology has 
as littie relation to the led above stated. If we conceive 
of the yncoriverted ag In a Lost state, the idea is correct . 
as far as we give that term its scriptural application ; 
and while we pursue that application, we shall find no 
difficulty, But all the appendages which men have ad. 
ded, have only served to perplex the subject, and to 
“darken counsel by words without’ knowledge.” That 
those who have no ‘light, should be in a lost state, is _no- 
thing ‘strange, St Paul says, “If our gospel be hid, it 
is hid to them that are lost ; ‘in whom the d of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them who believe not, 
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them.” ‘This text ex. 
presses the condition of such as were lost, more gener. 
ally, indeed, than some others, but yet we are capable of 
‘ arriving at very definite ideas of what it means, “From 
what were the subjects of this state, lost or estranged ? 
We reply, from the’ things which the gospel brings ta 
light, Ww hat‘are those things ? Life and immortality, | 
The apostle has elsewhere asserted, that the unconverted 
are “‘strangers to the covenant of sromise.” By these 
expressions we ascertain with sufficient precision, the 
favors from which the unbeliever is fos#, but they cer; 
tainly do not BO to prove a loss of divine favor or mercy, 
as respects the purpose or intention of the “father of 
mercies.” Indeed, the many scriptures which treat up- 
on this'subject, employ that’ kind of language which in- 
dicates something like possession or title to the favours 
contained in the gospel ; fer how- could a man be fost to 
what he never possessed, or never had any title ? 

That the subjects of this work of conversion, whether 
the work be true or counterfeit, should be partially influ- 
enced by passion ; at least, that they are liable so to be, 
| wil not be denied. This sug. wie leads to a remark 
or:two upon the exclamation which was miade by those 
in cld times, whom the: ‘scriptures represent as hopefully 
gonverted. “We'may notice two instances of this : one 

















On Conversion. 


43 


jn the ease of the Jalloy, converted while holding: Paul 
and Silas in custody ; ng, relat ing. to tho se Jews 
who heyrd the preachi 40 or Peter on the day of F Pente- 
cost. “The former ing of ites What shall I do to 
be saved ?”? Tire others pe | fen and brethren, 
what shall we do ed Were th 3 questions ye i 
some mysterious, supernatural powe or were 

merely the effects of mpi surprising facts, so lumin- 
ously developed to their minds as to produce the feelings 
usually associated with few ai | momentous discoyeries ? 
A brief survey of the circumstances of Peter’s audience, 
will explain this matter sufficiently. They were persons 
who inhabited Judea and Jerusalem, where our Lord had 
been recently crucified ; and there can be little doubt 
but what mauy or the most of them, if not immediately 
accessary to his death, had yet consented to it. Now 
when Peter proclaymed the Messiahship of Jesus, and 
pointed his hearers to. the prophecies which were fulfilled 
in him, and when their eal were sufficiently open- 
ed to see the application. of 5 ag scriptures ; such an 
application was certainly calculated to pn new: and. 

























painful emotions.~ “They were pricked in their hearts, 


aa said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Men and 
brethren, what shall we.do ?”’. The exclamation was 
fectly natural. When malice and hatred occupy <a 
man heart, and when truth and. justice. seek out their. 
hiding: places, fallow them into their most. secret reces- 
$es, rs expose, in glowing colors, all their deformity ; >. 
when there is no longer any subterfuge, no more vain 
shifting or prevarication; then how exceedingly natural, 
to a mind unacquainted with the true character of the. 
be: or being offended.against, is a. ‘fearful looking 
or of judg: me.:t and fiery indignation.”? Guilt may be 
for a ume "stubborn, and fearless. . But when confronted. 
with the s pirit of righteousness and truth, it turns an, 
arrant Pitta and 1n its gloomy, age of evil to, 
come, outruns thar hk ustice itself. Says murder- 
ous — Pad one | ft th me st hall. slay me.” 
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‘We see, from these remiarks, that sin and guilt pro. 
duce fearful apprehensions ; and that, at least in some 








cases, these apprehensions are never realized. We find 
how natural it isformeemeonvicted of error or sin, to pos- 
sess that sensation 9wrieh leads to the enquiry, “what 
shall we do?” But we haye not yet discovered the aB- 
SOLUTE NECESSITY of this inward feeling or enqury, 
in all cases ; nor can we beljeye that there can be no 
os conversion without them, The subject, 
which we have thus far investigated, will be resumed in 
a.subsequent number. 


THE PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST. 


** Unto you, therefore, which believe, he is precious.” 
Ast Peter, 2; 7. 


Txe preciousness ef a thing is measured by the bene- 
fits enjoyed by possessing it; The purest gold, or the 
most precious stone, would by ‘no means compare with 
a piece of the most indifferent bread, with one who is 
perishing with hunger, on a barren, desolate isle. Jesus 
says, ‘I am the bread of life.” How precious is bread 
to the fainting soul, whe is perishing with hunger. If 
such an one were presented with gold, silver or the most 
costly gem, what would he say? Away with these idols 
ef the rich, these perishable Gods of those who fare 
sumptuously every day ; but give me but a few crumbs 
which fall from their overburdenéd tables. In a land of 
famine, far from his father’s house, the prodigal perished 
with hunger, until the bread enjoyed by his father’s ser- 
vants was remembered. ‘Thisprecious treasure inspired 

wretched, self-condemned, heart-broken sinner, with 
the noble resolutign.toreturn a penitent. For a short 
season, the gay, fashionable pleasures of sin, may intox- 
the bewildere }tranegresser,and he may assay te 
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feed on husks, but h will soon be felt in all its 
gnawing keenness. ‘To such, how precious is the bread 

This precious corner stone “is made unto'us wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification and seme enti How 
[ove, hich fest pg tn penemette giebjoed cory 

ove, which Is pure, then peaceavie, ,and eas 
to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, withion’ 
partiality and without hypocrisy. . 

To a world plunged to the nether of the dark 
abyss of folly and ignorance, what can be mere“precious | 
than this wisdom of God? Who can tell the worth of 
this pure wisdom to the nations of the earth, misguided 
by superstitious errors..and abominable’ idelatrics ? 
Should one be led te inspect the situation of the Christian 
church, to examine the different creeds, formularies, and 
frivolous superstitions ; and observe the enmity, want of 
charity, censoriousness & perpetual recriminations whieh 
appear to as the abilities and learning of too many 
of her spiritu “hers ferro 9 say re f, where 
is that precious wisdom which is , gentle, ¢ 
to be intreated, full of merey and good frults, ‘without 
partiality and without hypocrisy ? In this view of the 
infinite necessity of this precious wisdom, would he not 
adopt the language of Job? ‘“‘It-cannot be gotten for. 

ld, neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof. 

t cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the pre- 
cious Onyx, or the ire. ‘The gold and the crystal 
cannot equal it ; and the exchange of it sha!] not be for 
jewels of fine gold... No mention shall be made of coral 
or of pearls ; for the price of wisdom is above rubies.”” 

The immense revenues which have lavished-an abun- 
dance of gold and silver into the coffers of churches, have 
pampered the pride atid swelled the ambition of Popes 
and Prelates, supported a pageantry which dazzled the 
eyes of anenslaved multitude,and lit the torch of bloudy - 
ee but have never purchased, ae ae they 
purchase, the pure, peaceable, gentle, impartial wisdom 
ofGod. This is alone contained in that unspeakable 
git which is made unto us wisdom. 
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_ What can equal the folly of vain mortals, who scofn, 
despise, neglect, and even reject thi’ invaliiable tréasure ? 

“Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn-out 
her seven pillars; she hath killed her beasts ; she hath 
minwied her wine ; stie hatli also furnished her table ; she 

hath sent forth: her maidens; she crieth upon'the high- 
est places of the city, whoso is simple, Jet him turnin 
hither ; as for hint that Wanteth understanding, she saith 
- to him, come, eat of my bread,.and drink of the wine 
_ which I have mingled. Forsake the foolish and live ; 
and go in tle w:iy-of understanding.” 

This is the invitation of wisdom ; thus she urges us 
to partake of her ‘‘feast of fat things,’’? made ‘unto all 
people.” Here are “wine and milk, without money ard 
without price.” _Why.do we ‘‘spend ‘money for that 
: which is not bread, and our labor for that which satisfieth 
not ?’? °° | . 

Not only wisdom is Jesus made: to us, but righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and redemption. ‘This is the name 
whereby he shall be called, Tuz-Lorp ovr Riccar: 
gousNESS.” ‘This is the ‘‘white stone” which absolves 

from all crime.and guilt, and acquits its possessor at the 
tribunal of impartiat justice. This is that ‘“‘righteous- 
ness of God,” of which: the unbeli¢ver being ignorant, 
goes about to. establish a righteousness of his own, 
which, when completed, presents a “whited sépulchre, 
full of all uncleanness, and frequently stained with inno* 
cent blood.” "1 hes of Seas | 

Christ is that righteoustiess which is dedlared' for the 
remission’ of sins’; by which righteousness, ‘‘the free 
gift came upon all men unto justification of life.” Com- 
pared with this righteousness, all ritual observances ar 
but dross’; in view of which, St. Paul said, ‘‘But what 
things were gain'to me, those EF countéd loss for Christ. 
¥ea, doubtless, and I count ‘all things but loss for the 
excelleney of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : 
for whom:T have suffered the loss of all things,~that I 
may. win Christ, and be found in him, not having mine 
own righteousness, whieh is ‘of the law, but that which 
















through he ith of Christ, e rig : 
of God by faith.” 
How igs ps | this Ap: natle 








nk to penur ind een and na- 
i on From being caressed by me réligious order to 
which he belonged, from enjoying the confidence of the 
high priest, he became an outcast, an object of indigna- 
tion to the Jewish hierar = but Christ was his gain. 












stripes and i imprisonment, and encoun- 
tered perils by seaand land, but in all these he was more 
than a conqueror, through. him. who loved. him. 


To the impure, the unholy y, to the sinner, Christ is 
made sanctification... ‘his is. what the condition of the 
creature requires. “Without holiness no man can see 
the Lord.” ‘Know ye not.that the unrighteous shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God ?.. Be not deceived ; 
neither fornicators, nor.idolaters, nor adulterers, nor = 
feminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit _the kingdom of God.” oe 
this true?. Can no such characters inherit the king 
ofGod?_ Shall the sinner then despair? _ No, for hrist 
is made unto such sanctification.. ‘And such were 
some of you: hut ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God.” 

To this glorious end, Jesus “gave himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified i in due time, Thus saith the A- 
postle : “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it f witli the washing of water 

;. that he might present it to himself a glo- 
Tlous church, not haying spot, or wrinkle, or any such 













thing ; but that it shoulc be holy, and without blemish.’ 
nto you that believe, hew precious is this sanctifica- 
-G 
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tion. Unto you who abhor defilement, who love holi. 
ness, how precious isChrist! ‘He thatsanctifieth, and 
they who are sanctified, are all of one ; for which cause 
he is not ashamed to call them brethren ; saying, I will 
declare, thy name unto my brethren ; in the midst of the 
ehurch will I sing praise unto thee.” 

Sanctification from sin brings the sunctified into: 
itual union and fellowship with Christ. ‘‘Let this. mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”? | His wis- 
dom directs them, his love constrains them, they are 
gentle, meek and lowly in his spirit ; they “are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the 
spirit of the Lord.” 

Ina sinful state, men are ‘frequently represented as 
captives, as bond-men in slavery. ‘To men in this con- 
dition, »o word could sound more grateful than the word 
redemption. Christ is made unto us redemption. Sy- 
nonimous with the word redemption, the scriptures make 
use of the words ransom, propitiation, and atunement. 
How precious are the words of eternal life. ‘For all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God ; being 
justified freely by his grace, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus.”’ ‘‘Ifany man‘sin, we have an advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous : and 
he is the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, 
butalso’for the sins of the whole. world.”” ‘We also 
joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
we have now ueiived the atonement.” ‘There is one 
God, and one mediator between God and men, the maa 
Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a raasom for all, to be 
testified in due time.”’ 

The ministry of the gospel, which is a ministration of 
righteousness and of reconciliation, gives the true sens¢ 
of all those passages. ‘‘Who also hath made us able 
ministers of the new testament ; not of the letter, but of 
the spirit : for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” 
“And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the minis- 
try of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Christ, re- 
eonciling the world unto himself, not imputing their tres- 
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passes unto them : and hath committed unto us the word 
of reconciliation, Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray 
‘ou in Christ’s stead beye reconciled to Gud. For he 
Kath magle dim. to- tates far-cin,iachor tea. mo’ sin's that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” — 

The provisions made for the final redemption and e- 
mancipation of mankind from the bondage and 
of a sinful state, are worthy of their divine author. They, 
are planned in wisdom, they are executed in righteous- 
ness, Captives ima foreign land; in slavery and want, 
though their native land, hein neaceful dwellings, their 
connections, and the thoughts. of liberty, all conspire, 
with a thousand other considerations, to render redemp- 
tion welcome, yet their genuine patriotism would preier 
chains to liberty, if it were at the expence of the honor 
and justice of their country. Butin the case of the caps 
tivity aud bondage: of mankind in sin, nothing can be 
more honorable than their redemption: Justice, right~ 
eousness, truth and mercy, labor in this’ work with per- 
fect harmony and. satisfaction. How precious. is~ our 
Lord Jesus ‘Christy j in whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdem and. knowledge. How perfectly suitable to the 
great work of man’s redemption ! 

When one passes through a populous city, and sees, 
on seme public day, thousands of children, “‘in flowery 
bands,” in the streetsiand public walks, he naturally 
casts in his mind, that these are soon to assume the body 
politic, and to take upon themselves. the weight of pub- 
lic and private concerns. What provisions there made 
for their education in. science, morality and religion ? 
This question pressesiitself with weight on his sar 
mind. He learns that the laws and the established cus- 
toms of the city have appropriated sufficient funds; ape 
pointed competent masters, and instituted adequate regu- 
lations to effect this. great and important work. How 
Lact Set wallesbie-d must ya ear oi toon 
view 0 ane stranger. gospel of Jesus 
is a system contrived by infinite wisdom for the 
tion of human nature @ state of ignorance, moral 
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darkness, pernicious errors, enmity against God, hatred, 
and every evil and sinful work. As the authority, the 
science, and the art, necessary to deliver children from 
all their ignorance and childish follies, are in the master, 
so are the divine principles of wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification and complete redemption, in our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. As children in their untaught 
years have the treasures of an education given them in 
their preceptor, so have sinners, in their sinful state, re- 
@emption in Jesus Christ. As the design and labour of 
the teacher are directed to bring his hips to the full sta- 
ture of his own useful knowledge, so is the ministry of 
our redeemer designed to deliver the world from sin, 
and to bring mankind to the fullness‘of his wisdom and 
righteousness. | 
Man in his alienated, sinful state, is represented as be- 
inglost. ‘The Sonof man came to seck and to save thac 
which waslost.”” ‘The wretched wanderer, who has mis- 
sed his way, who has grovelled in darkness where there 
was no path, or has followed treacherous meteors during 
a dismal, long and inclement night, suffered the 
wounds of fallacious, disappointed hope, and feels the 
mental anguish of despair, perceives a friendly hand 
reached even to him, and hears a gentle voice, saying, 
“this is the way, walk ye in it ;” while the light of day 
discovers a plain path'to his desired dwelling. How 
recious, how highly esteemed, is this kind, this friend- 
y guide. How welcome is the light which removes alk 
obscurity. How pleasant is that plain path to the lost 
wanderer. All this is Christ to lost men. He came in- 
to this world, where moral darkness réigned, where men 
grovelled in the night of sin, and knew not the way to 
the City of rest. Heis the “way, the truth, and the 
life.” ‘He that followeth me, shall not walk in dark- 
ness.” ‘This js the true light, that lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world.” ‘The people that walked 


in darkness have seet'@ great light ;*they that dwell in 
the re of the shadow PY jet upon ‘them ‘hath the 
ight shined.” poche : 

‘Of all the precious @iscoveries made by the light of 
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the gospel, none claim a higher consideration than ‘‘life 
and inamortality. ” The precious Redeemer, by his re- 
surrection from the dead, has made a glorious display of 
the truth and divine reality of | a future state ; and has 
thereby conducted the anchor of hope int that within the 
vail, w —s hi for eeu Ge wees is 
thy sti grave, where is victory sti 
of death i sin, the strength of sin the law, but sag oe e 
to God, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” The shortness of life here en earth, to- 
gether with the imperfect enjoyments and severe trials 
which are allotted to us during this pilgrimage, naturally 
suggest the iry, whether a of infinite wisdom, 
power and he ws have nothing beyond these perish- 
able things to bestow on his rational offspring. A risen 
Saviour gives the answer, the joyous answer ; “As in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be sade alive.”” 
This precious £161, which hath shined 1 into darkness, 
removes the gloom of death, radiates the night of the 
tomb, and gives us the society of those who ve gone 
before us to the mansions of rest. 

Although Christ is so divinely precious, his gospel so 
boundlessly rich and glorious, it is so esteemed only by 
those who believe. . “Unto you, therefore, which believe; 
he is precious.”? By the pa by the priests, by the 
pharisees, by the scribes and by the sadducees, this pre- 
clouS CORNER STONE was set at naught, and likewise 
by Pilate and his men of war. . Such is the nature and 
power of unbelief. It arms the wretched sinner against, 
the God of mercy, against a compassionate Redeemer, a- 
gainst his own best and everlasting interest. In him, 
to whom angels delighted to minister, those falsely reli- 
gious Jews could see “no form nor comeliness, that they 
should desire him.” They gave no heed to his mwamge 
of love, his good advice they rejected, and his reproofs 
and his admonitions, yea his warnings, they despised. 
His miracles of mercy, the evidences of his divine mis- 
sion, they aseribed to an-evil power; his condeStension 
to, and forgiving of sinners, they urged as evidences a- 
gainst him. So. blind was their unbelief, and so hard 
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were their hearts, such were their envious ranklings 2. 
gainst this most precious Saviour, that with a barbarity 
peculiar to religious madness, they became his. mur- 
derers. } i 
This deadly enmity was a long time practised against 
the harmless, but faithful disciples and aposdes of Jesus ; 
which on one hand set. forth a most horrible example of 
the enmity and sinfulness of unbelief, and gave on the 
other, an opportunity for the religion of the Saviour to 
display an excellency which, while the world stands, will 
remain, a monument in proofof its divine origin. Here 
the blessed Redeemer and. his doctrine appear im divine 
loveliness... This,is that ‘‘plant of renown,”’? which, the 
mere it is abused, beaten and trampled on, the more does 
it send: abroad its spicy fragrance and healing balsams. 
That religious bigotry, that impious superstition, 
which circumscribes the. goodness of God, and confines 
his favor to.a particular sect, and hurls.its apathemas a- 
gainst the world at large, and all the generations of men 
from. the. beginning to the end of time, is the quintes- 
sence of that unbelief and. hardness of heart, which reject- 
ed the ‘‘precious.corner stone,” which God laid in Zion. 
Look, O my soul, look and weep! What does un- 
belicf refuse? At what does it aim its deadly weapons? 
Against what does:it. systematically Jaber, and employ 
all. its abilities, its boasted learning, its wisdom, its wit, 
its unhallowed zeal, and.all its hay,wood and stubble ? 
\gainst. this precious. corner stone... ‘‘Father, forgive 
them, for they. know. not what they. do.”’. ‘‘Had. they 
cnown it, they, would not. have crucified the Lord of 
Glory.’ | | : 
_ Saith. the apostle Paul, ‘‘We preach Christ crucified, to 
the Jews a stumbling block, and to the Grecks foolish- 
ness; butuntothem whichare called, both Jews & Greeks, 
Christ, the power of God, and the wisdomofGod.”’ Faith 
has..eyes to. see a beauty in that gentle, meek, humble, 
impartial wisdom,,love and power of God, which‘as far 
outshings the most splendid displays of the wisdom ef this 
world, as the.sun at. noon out-shines a feeble taper. It 
has ears to hear the joyful news, the gladdening tidings 
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of “great joy which shall be-unto all people,” and that 
ee ee “Glory to God in the high- 
est, on earth peace, and good will ‘to men.” It hasa 
heart to trust the promises, to love ‘the precepts, and to 
revere the kind reproofs of Christ. But unbelief is blind; 
it puts “darkness for light, and dight for‘darkness, sweet 
for bitter, aad bitter for sweet.” Itdooks on the wisdom 
of God, and calls it foolishness ; it examines the doc- 
trine ef divine mercy and forgiveness, and pronounces it 
unjust. Its wisdom is the wisdom of this world, which 
cometh to naught, its love, the love of the world, which 
worketh death, and its zeal is the spirit of persecution. 
But the preciousnéss of Christ commends ‘itself in its 
kindness, its gentleness and compassion towards the un- 
believer who persecutes him. “Shall the unbelief of 
man make the faith of God without effect’? God for- 
bid.”” Because Joseph was. treated unkindly, and per- 
secuted by his brethren, shall ‘he not show them mercy 
when he sees them at his feet ? ‘Shall lovely meekness 
and mercy, after having endured a world of affliction, and 
stemmed a'torrent’ of bloody persecution, lose at last this 
most precious charaeter? Shall the precious Saviour 
endure the cross and suffer shame: for man’s redemption, 
and at last become his enemy ? 

“They that are whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick.’’ Jesus treats the’sinner as * his patient ; 
and though he receives evil at his hand, he pursues the 
prescriptions of wisdom and goodness, he overcomes 
evil with good. And though the disorder may be stub- 
born and malignant, the more honor and gratitude will 
be due to him who “‘healeth the broken in ‘heart, and 
bindeth up their wounds.” 

_ Though it would be ‘difficult to say in what particular 
view our blessed Redeemer a ‘most us, per- 
haps there is nonégmore profitable ‘to the ‘believer, ‘than 
that which holds‘him up asa pattern for imitation.” 

Should we examine the ‘whole life of Christ, dnd no- 
tice every particular recorded of ‘him, there” would ap- 
pear no shade, no spot in his character. In this respect, 
as well as in other ‘respects, he was “‘the only begotten 
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son’? of God. He directed his disciples to love their 
enemies, to pray for them who despitefully used them 
and persecuted them, that they might be the children of 
their Father in Heaven, by thus imitating his goodness. 
But none have so perfectly acted up to the pertection of 
divine goodness, as did Jesus. e was, therefore, in 
this respect, ‘‘the only begotten. of the Father, full of 
grace and truth.”? All -his abilities were employed in 
constant services for the good of mankind. He. never 
sought for the honors of this world, but meekly. and 
modestly refused them ; nor had riches any charms 
which could for a moment cause him to wander from his 
duty. The costly pageantry of worldly pomp came 
not within the circle of his desires. - His meat and drink 
was to do the will of him that sent him, and to finish his 
work. | Especially is the conduct of Christ towards his 
enemies a precious example ; and St. Peter does not 
forget to urge it. ‘‘This is thank-worthy, if a man for 
conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrong- 
fully... For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for 
your faults, ye shall take it patiently ? but if, when ye 
do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is ac- 
ceptable with God.. For even hereunto were ye called ; 
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an exam- 
ple, that ye should follow his steps ; who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth: who, when he 
was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he 
threatened not ; but committed himself to him. that 
judgeth righteously.” 

As Jesus refused every worldly pleasure which would 
in the least stand in the way of a life of holiness, so he 
taught his disciples what sacrifices they must make. 
‘‘He that loveth father or mother more than me, is not 
worthy of me ;_ and he that loveth son or daughter more 
than me, is not worthy of me : and he that taketh aot 
his cross and followeth after me, is. not worthy of me. 
He that findeth his life shall lose it ; and he that loseth 
his life for my sake, shall find it.” It is not unfrequent- 
ly the casé, that believers in the precious Saviour, even 
in this day, find their dearest connections superstitious- 
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ly opposed to the spirit of Christ, and are under the ne- 
‘cessity of denying, in some measure, the will of one or 
the other. It becomes believers, in such circumsiances, 
to act with great wisdom and firmness. Wisdom will 
point out the path of prudence, and firmness will keep 
*ta conscience void of offence teward God.” It should 
be remembered, that the gospel was first set up in the 
world by a love of truth, which was stronger than death, 
which supported its advocates under trials of the most 
severe kind, If our Saviour had reasoned as too many 
now do, and concluded, that as the opposition was se 
great, the time had not come for his.doctrine to be 
promulgated, he might have lived and died in all the 
peace that ‘‘the world giveth.”’ __ If, after the Redeemer 
had finished the work allotted him on earth, his disciples 
had adopted such reasoning, then would all offence have 
ceased, and the world wouid have remained in darkness 
until now. 

Reader, may God bless the foregoing remarks, in a 
‘way to promote the love of Christ and his doctrine in the 
hearts of his redeemed. 


===> WWIDIPIOIDI00) am 


ON PRAYER. 


Qvrstion—Inasmuch as God knows all our wants, and is dis- 
posed to do us all the good which we need; upoa what:principle 
is prayer recommended as a-duty, and what is the special use af 
this exercise? 


The question ‘here proposed is founded upon the fol- 
lowing principles: 1, That God knows perfectly, with- 
out information from us, what we need; and therefore, 
to name our wants before him, is useless, absurd, and 
even impious, as it seems to imply his ignorance of our 
circumstances. 2. “That being unchangeabie, and al- 
ways acting agreeably to a wise determination, no intrea- 
ties ner importunities of our own, can alter his desi 
towards us; and the inference is, that petitioning him 

HO 








a 4 
. £. 4 
as 
ee 
Wiiaae?* 
a oe» 
yy a 
AB | 





58 On Prayer. 


for blessings is an insult to his majesty, as it carries the 
idea that we expect him to make some change in his e. 
conomy inour favor. 3. That being infinitely well dis. 
d towards us, he needs no addresses to render him 
more favorable ; and that no act of ours can excite his 
compassion. We have endeavored to state the question 
m its most enlarged view, and to exhibit it in all its 
bearings upon the point under consideration ; and it is 
believed that we have embraced the principal objections 
which have ever been made to the exercise of prayer. 

In reply, we say, that although we should admit the 
premises, we are under no necessity to agree in the con- 
clusion. ‘That God knows all eur wants ; that he is 
unchangeable, and always acts with reference to a wise 
and benevélent determination and holy constitution of 
things ; and that he is infinitely well disposed towards 
all his creatures, are truths which we are disposed readi- 
ly and cheerfully toadmit. But we deny that these facts 
render the employment of prayer of no account. We 
do not concede that there is any absurdity, much less 
impiety, in mentioning our wants and necessities before 
the throne of grace. We donot pretend that our entrea- 
ties can alter the divine purpose in our favor ; nor do we 
believe that any act of ours can render the Deity more 
inclined to do us good ; still, however, we do not infer 
that prayer is therefore a useless and unmeaning exer- 
cise. On thecontrary, we argue, from the wise purpose 
and infinite benevelence of God, as well as from his un- 
alterable disposition to do us gootl, the moral propriety 
and reasonableness of prayer and supplication. — 

In the discussion of this question, it appears proper, 
in the first plate, to advert to the name or character 
under which the “giver of all good” exhibits him- 
self to us; and likewise to notice that establish- 
ment or constitution of things, in which the liber- 
ality and: beneficence of the Supreme Being are 
made manifest. Our benefactor calls himself 
our heayenly father, and enjoins it upon us to call on 
him,’ by this affectionate and endearing appellation. 
“‘After this manner, pray ye, Our father who art in hea- 
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yen.” We should not have been directed to the use of 
this form of address, if we did not stand in such a rela- 


tion to | 5 to justify the propriety of the expression. 
The terms o Moe ieee one such to Po oh de. 
pendance and subordination. ‘They are such as a child 
may employ, with perfect propriety, in addressing his 
natural parent ; as they are calculated to mark the dis- 
tance between the former and the latter. Now, though 
no other consideration attended a request made by a child 
to his father, than merely an expression of filial depend- 
ence, it would not be unimportant, and could not be 
called absurd or insignificant, And if we suppose the 
child to possess an obedient and truly filial disposition, 
the act of requesting a favor will be no diminution of 
his felicity ; it will be morea pleasure than a task. ‘The 
reader will doubtless perceive, that these observations 
imply that the father has ordained that his child suanw 
ask for what he wants ; and that the child cheerfully 
submits to the regulation, from the conviction, that his 
father will grant his request, if he sees it conducive to his 
good.. The very act of asking a favour, seems to imply 
the possibility of adenial. These suggestions are not 
unnatural ; they are perfectly consistent with the relation 
subsisting between an earthly father and his son ; and 
equally so, with regard to the relation between God and 
man, | 

Perhaps it may be said, that an earthly parent requires 
his child to represent his wants before him, and request 
his favors, because, without such a representation of his. 
necessities, the parent may remain ignorant of his imme- 
diate duty to his child ; but this cannot be the case with 
him who knows all our wants before we express them in 
words ; ape therefore, while in the first instance petition. 
ing is necessary, in the other it is absurd, and borders up- 





on.impiety. To this we reply, that although in many 
cases a father may need his child’s representatior. of his 
wants, in order to know them, and. be ableto meet and 
satisfy them, yet this is not always the case ; and in all 
the instances wherein. the father is perfectly acquainted 
with the child’s necessities, he has still a right to institute 
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the act of making verbal request to him for’ a supply of 
those necessities ; nay, it will be found, upon examina- 
tion, to constitute a very judicious and important part of 
his domestic arrangements, to make and ordaiiy this reg- 
ulation. We must, however, bear in mind, that such a 
regulation is intended, not for the benefit of the parent, 
but for the good of the child. 7 
__ The moral governor of the world has, most certainly, 
a right to convey to us his temporal and spiritual bless- 
ings, according to a wise establishment and benevolent 
constitution ; and both reason and revelation evince that 
he actually has done this. His mercies are not arbitra- 
rily withholden nor capriciously bestowed. There is, 
even im the system of nature, an exact fitness of things, 
a minute correspondence of one circumstance and event 
with another. Agreeebly with this natural constitution 
of things, God has determined to send rain upon the 
earth, and he has also determined that the earth shall re- 
quire to be replenished with moisture from the clouds; 
and even to EVINCE ITS NEED of the cheering influence 
of the element necessary to its productions. The lower 
orders of animal nature are said ‘“‘to seek their meat from 
God.”’ He is represented as attending to the ‘voice of 
the ravens, when they cry,iand of the lions when they 
roar after their food.” It will not be denied, that God 
has a right to ordain that the best blessings which he be- 
stows, shall be conveyed to every recipient, through an 
equally wise and systematic establishment. Our hypo- 
thesis supposes that the “father of mercies”? has made 
such an establishment ; of which prayer is an important 
rt. This duty or exercise, we contend, is a part of 
the discipline of the great family of man. God has not 
enjoined it, as a mean by which we are to inform him of 
our situation; or make him kiow our feelings or desires. 
To suppose that, would indeed be absurd and impicus. 
But we. argue that our heavenly father has enjoined pray- 
er for our advantage. And while it is the expression of 
confidence, faith and hope, it is likewise intended as the 
' channel through which our best enjoyments shall be con- 
veyed to. us. 
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That this dea may appear ps in and well founded, let 


us observe further, that this m of conveying bles- 
sings to man, seems at once suited to his nature as a de- 
pendent and intellectual being; and is calcuiated,. be- 
yond any other, of which we can form any conception, 
to advance his felicity and increase his enjoyment. Say 
that Ged has determined to bestow favours upon his 
children. He has also determined that they shall feel 
their necessity of these favors ; and that the spontaneous — 
desire of the mind, which recégnizes the “giver of all 
good,’’ which desire is all that we mean by prayer, shail 
be the medium, through which those blessings shall des-. 
cend to the petitioner. ‘There can be no objection rais-— 
ed against this statement, which may not with equal 
strength and propriety be produced against the ‘fathers 
of our flesh,” who take care that their children shall ask, 
in order that they may receive ; and who have, by this 
part of their discipline, shewn a connexion between the 
end which they have in view, and the means correspon- 
ding to thatendy.saiuy.% 6 G Bae Oo . 

It is confidently believed that this yiew of the subject 
will ‘present an easy application of many passages of ° 
scripture, and help to clear them of obscurity. We will 
notice a few, and offer some observations upon them. 
‘“‘Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” If a man 
were to-.receive without asking, or without a disposition 
for the object received, where would be the pleasure of 
the reception? | If he were to find, without seeking, 
would it not diminish the worth of the object found ? 
If he should gain entrance into a palace, without a wish 
or desire to beheld the glory of the place, his admittance 
there* would yield him hittle satisfaction or felicity. 
These remarks are.not designed absoiutely to shew that 
men never receive from heaven favors unasked for; but 
they are intended to prove that much of the satisfying 
reality of all our enjoyments, is the effect, not so much 
of the objects themselves, -as.of the disposition, desire 
and temper of mind, with which we solicit and re- 
eciye them. 
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That human beings are not arrogantly to suppose that 
their prayers will operate any change in the divine mind, 
is evident from this consideration, that-our petitions are 


_ not to be the standard for the exercise of the will of God; 


but on the contrary, his will is to be the standard by 


which our requests are to be regulated. Hence, the pro- 


priety of the direction so frequently given, that we should 
make supplication according to the will of God. Hence 
also arises the certainty, ‘that if we ask any thing agree- 
able to his will, he giveth it to us.”” This part of the 


divine establishment is peculiarly worthy our notice, and 


ssesses claims upon our most grateful feelings. It is 
indeed ‘altogether in favor of human happiness. We can 


' sometimes better tell what we want, than what we 


NEED. ‘The foriner we invariably feel and express ; 
the latter is best known to God. So our own childrea 
can express their wants to us ; but we think it necessa- 
ry to bestow only such things as. we judge will contri. 
bute to their good. ‘There are many chi/dren in under- 
standing, who ask of God things which they never re- 
ceive. The reason is, they do not ask according to the 
will of God. ‘Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask 
amiss, that ye may consume it upan your lusts.” Or if 
it please God to give what men ofter ignorantly petition 


for, it is only to teach them the submission of their own 


willtohis. ‘‘He gave them their request,” says the 
psalmist, “but sent leanness into their soul.” 
_ “Good when he gives, supremely good, 
“Nor less when he denies ; 
‘© Een crosses, from his sov’reign hand, 
“Are blessings in disguise.” 

Our Saviour was distinguished for his habits of pray- 
er, in which he always expressed his submission to the 
will of God. He-once said, “‘I know that thou hearest 
me always:”. The sense and application of this senti- 
ment are easy, when we consider that he who offered it 
was ever ready to say, “not my will, but r#iwz, O 
God, be done.” By him, we are encouraged to ap- 
proach the throne of grate, to ask the good things which 
we need. And he has drawn a most beautiful parallel 
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between an earthly father and our heavenly parent, great- 
ly to the glory of the latter. ‘If. ye then being evil, 

know how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much moreshall your father, who isin heaven, give good 
things to them that ask him.’’ 

From the train of ideas which we have thus far pursu- 
ed, and from those proofs which we have found in. the 
scriptures, we have seen that prayer is enjoined, not so 
much as. a task, as a natural and spontaneous exercise ; 
not more asa duty, than a pleasurable employment. We 
have found that a prayerful disposition is not the causeof 
the blessings which we receive, but the mediam through 
which they are imparted to us, On the whole, we have 
discovered with sufficient clearness, that prayer is rot in-. 
tended to change the divine purpose, or to produce in the 
Deity an inclination to do us good; but to express our 
faith, hope and dependance, to recognize an ever mer- 
ciful benefactor, and. prepare the heart. to receive the 
good things which we ask. at the.hand of God, with that 
happy temper and submissive frame of spirit, which ren- 
der all blessings doubly blessed. | 


DEDICATIONS. 


Being persuaded that it will be acceptable to our readers, we 
are happy to inform them that the light of divine truth is evident- 
ly making very sensible advances in many parts of our highly fa 
vored country. The religious liberty guaranteed to our citizens: 
by the salutary rnment under which we live, appears to be’ 
duly appreciated-by many, and improved in a way which corres. 
ponds with the liberty wherewith Christ maketh us free indeed. 

As evidences of the foregoing remarks, we notice the erection of 
anew meeting-house in Stafford, Conn. by the Universalist Soci- 
ety in that place, which House was solemnly dedicated on the 
14th of November last. Also, at Shirley, Mass. was dedicated a‘ . 
new House for the religious ‘use of the same ordéf,:on the Sth of 
danuary: last.. be é eeal hae” 
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“The word is nigh thee, ‘even in thy mouth, and in cer beart : that is, 
hid word » Se whieh we preach.” 


Rom. 10; 6, 7,8. Deut. go; 12, 2g, 14. 





Poetry. 


Why shouldst thou say, who will ascend, 


_ To bring celestial glory down ? 


‘Or cross the mighty seas to find 


The pearl of grace, of high renown ? 


The word is nigh thee, in thine heart, 


_ Thy mouth contains the pearl divine : 


Bev wise, and choose that better part, 


_ And all forbidden joys resign. 


. Trae wisdom’s treasures lie conceal’d 
_ From eyes that wander far from heme ; 


*The pearl, the treasure, and the feld, 


‘Didst thou bat know, are all thine own. 


‘Call home those thoughts that wander far, 


. . That range through heaven’s high arch above ; 


Beheld thyself a brilliant star, . 
A ray of ‘God’s eternal love. 


Didst thou but know thyself, and see 
Thy inward worth, how deep, how high, 
Sure naught awithout thyself could be 

So glorious in thy mental eye. 


In these rich mines of wealth unknown, 
Lie hid unseen eternal things ; 

On strong foundations stands his throne, 
Who reigns forever, King of Kings, 


How oft, in silence of the mind, 

Thy heart is call’d itself to know : 
Then seek, then ask, and thou shalt find 
Life’s gentle stream within thee flow, 


Why should these feelings be suppress’d ? 


Why should these thoughts all buried lie? 
This sacred kindling in thy breast 
¥xtinguish’d be, and fail, and die ? 


Then bow thy knee, and keep alive 


_. Devotion’s pure, transparent flame : 
| And from the WORD within derive _ 


That recious stone, and thy new name. 
*Mat. is; leak TRev. 2; 17. 
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